Izzat Ibrahim meets Kurdish leaders 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq held a fresh round of talks with rebel Kurdish 
leaden Saturday and die two sides agreed 10 meet again in the next few 
days, the Iraqi News Agency reported. Izzat Ibrahim, President Saddam 
Hussein's deputy, met rebel leaders Massoud Barzani and Jala! Tala bar i 
in the Kurdish a dminis trative capital of Irbil, h said. The two sides began 
talks on Kordish autonomy in April after the army ended rebellions that 
broke out in the Kurdish north and the Shiite south following the Gulf 
war. Last month Mr. Barzani told foreign journalists they were dose to 
Signing a peace and autonomy agreement leafing to free, multiparty 
elections in Iraq within a year. But following talks between Mr. Barzani 
and Mr. Talabani and plans for an allied force to slay on in southern 
Turkey to support the Kurds, the rebels showed signs of hardening their 
demands. A Kurdish spokesman said earlier on Saturday the latest talks 
would cover Kurdish proposals for a democratic system in Iraq, a new 
autonomy pad and confidence-building measures in Kurdistan. Deputy 
Prime Minister Tarcq Aziz and Defence Minister Hussein Kamel Hassan 
also attended Saturday’s meeting. 
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dirhams 


sends 


Gorbachev 


afmscontrol 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent /George Bufo' sent Soviet 
President Mzlforii- Gorbachev ,a- 
. message, Saturday dpajira with 
anns epnfcroJ, a senior nistra- 
tkai official said . lack Matlock 
'fee-^JCS. ambassador to Moscow, 
t^Rvered the oral message, said 
Wlrite House spokesman Roman 
Fqpatfiuk. Mr. Popadiuk said he 
bad no details about the message, 
bot the administration official 
whospoke on condition of anony- 
nritysajd'Tt dealt with aims 
control.” TASS, the Soviet news 
agency,” reported; that Mr: Mat- 
jgave Mr. Gorbachev an “ur- 
gent”-' message during a brief 
meetirig.. 


Perez De Cuellar 
arrives in Turkey 

ifTA^BUL (AP) ~ U.N. 
; .Secntery-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar arrived here Saturday 
for talks -with Turkish leaders in 
search of a solution to foe pro b- 
fom of divided Cyprus. His visit 
- edntes at a time of heightened 
activity aimed at reuniting Cyp- 
tqs- Mr. Perez de CneUar would 
tike to come up with a formula 
acceptable to both sides to restart 
-;a peace -process which stalled last 
year, with each of the two com- 
munities on the island accusing 
die other of intransigence. 


^Azerbaijani troops 
attack Armenians 

' MOSCOW (AP) — Azerbaijani 

■ troops dashed wifo -EAnnenian* 
villagers Saturday leaving three 
people dead and at least 14 m- 

Interfax news agency 
reposted. The agency said Anne- 
nianj president Levon Ter- 
Fetrorian convened a special ses- 
skmafdhe republic's parliament 
td discuss the situation . in 
>^dTiib-Karabakb and the bor- 
derare^vritb neighbouring Azer- 
feaijan- Nagorno-Karabakh is a 
inc^iy'A|Tneman enclave located 
inside Azerbaijan. Armed dashes 
over the passed threejyears have 
feft :iundreds dead.! The. region 
’ riongfoe border between the two 
republics has also been tense for 
months. Anne- 
^nianshavc charged that Azerbai- 
janl troops have been attacking 
maadylArn^iuan villages. 

RvekiHedlnscud 
attackin Afghanistan 

HBSfiEAWAR (AP) 7 — Govern- 
ment troops fixed at .least three 
jScutF ’missiles at guerrillas in 
"soutitgrii Afghanistan, killing at 
- least 'fivD peopte, the rebels said 
Saturday: The Send missies were 
fiied$!nday and apparently were 
aimed; at A1 Fatah, a huge base 
carap:!and one of the headquar- 
ters of fundamentalist leader GoL 
bnddlri H e kmatyar , guerrilla 

■ sources said. MrT Hefanatyar Was 
^notatfoe base, they added. Only 
wone of the missies hit the base, 

white- two fell on other areas in 
southern Paktia- province, the 
Bbmee& Said. They said {nefinun- 
ary reportB indicated that at least 
fore^ople were kilted, but die 
death -ton could climb as high as 
' 25 dead once full details are 
knOwnr 


Rafsanjanf accepts 
Walesa Invitation 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Presi- 
denf Akbar Hashemi Rafeanjani 
Saturday accepted President 
LecfcJValesa's invitation to visit 
Poland, 'the Iranian news agency 
IRNA^smd. Et said the invitation 
^was;ektended by Potish Foreign 
Mmkter- Krzysztof Skubiszewski 

Aimved in Tehran ' Friday 
night : »Ua ttm**-day visit to efis- 
<^B$ffnatioral issues and ways 
tomrorove relations. The agenqr 
didiaksay if a dale was fixed for 
tbe !i*i^ r The minister told Mr. 
RMsaaj^ that Roman Catholic 
ifoi^hwanted to expand rela- 
twns wtth lran and other Muslim 
countries. Off the turmoil in 
Yugoslavia, Mr. Skubiszewski 
tcW rp^jrteiS the country must 
reta5* stressed that 

Belgn&e murt tactic independ- 
i ence : hsdr% Croatia and 'Serbia 
ihro^pphtreal clialogne and not 
mffit^foice,.TRNA reported. 







ffis Mqjesty King Hussein Saturday meets Chinese Prime Minister U Peng (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 

Jordan, China agree on 
need for U.N. efforts, 
application of 242, 338 

King, Li hold ‘very good’ talks 


By Nermeen Murad 

- Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and China 
agreed Saturday on the need to 
exert more effort towards solving 
regional problems through the 
United Nations and the proper 
application of Security Council 
resolutions on the Palestinian 
problem. 

The agreement came in a meet- 
ing -held between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Chinese Prime 
Minister Li Peng at Raghadan 


Palace immediately after the 
Chinese leader arrived in Amman 
on the second teg of a six-country 
tour of the Middle East. 

After the meeting. King Hus- 
sein told Jordan Television’s Ara- 
bic service that his talks with 
Premier Li were “comfortable, 
dear, -comprehensive with posi- 
tive results and total agreement, 
in my opinion, on most issues." 

The spokesman for the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry tokl ■ reporters 
that the talks were “very good” 
and that there was agreement 


between the Jordanian and 
Chinese sides to further promote 
friendly relations between the 
two countries. 

The spokesman, Wu Jianmin, 
added that his country, a member 
of the U.N. Security Council, 
favours a U.N. -sponsored inter- 
national peace conference in the 
Middle East as a conclusion to 
efforts to resolve the Palestinian 
problem and the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

(Continued o« page 5) 


Hrawi urges U.S. to press 
Israel into leaving Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanon 
urged the United States Saturday 
to push for an -Israeli withdrawal 
from South Lebanon strongholds 
within artillery range of Palesti- 
nian bases seized by the army. 

President Elias Hrawi called 
for Washington's help to secure 
an Israeli pullout in line with 
UJf. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425 in talks with U.S.’ 
Ambassador Ryan Crocker, offi- 
cial sources said. 

The Lebanese government, 
which used thousands of troops in 
a four-day offensive to seize 
Palestinian bases wants Israel to 
withdraw its troops and an allied 
militia from Jezzine, 12 
kilometres east of Sidon, and 
then abandon its self-declared 
“security zone” in the south. 

Some of the guerrilla bases 
seized by the army in its first push 
into the south since civil war 
began in 1975 were only five 
kilometres from Israeii-beld 
territory around Jezzine and 10 
kilometr e s from the buffer strip. 
" A reporter asked Mr. Crocker 


after the 90-minute meeting 
whether Mr. Hrawi had appealed 
to Washington to put pressure on 
Israel to withdraw. The ambassa- 
dor avoided giving a direct 
answer, saying: “I don’t conduct 
my diplomacy through headlines 
in newspapers.” 

But Mr. Crocker welcomed the 
government’s drive this week and 
added: “We have always sup- 
ported the extension of state au-. 
tbority over all Lebanese terri- 
tory.” 

Another Western ambassador 
told Reuters: “Europe and the 
United States will certainly press 
Israel to withdraw once attacks 
from Lebanon cease. It is ulti- 
mately up to Israel but we will do 
our best.” 

Meanwhile a Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) official 
said Palestinian guerrillas, bot- 
tled up in two refugee camps on 
the edge of Sidon, would not 
meet the Sunday deadline of sur- 
rendering their heavy weapons. 

Senior Lebanese array officials 
said a delay to work out the 


logistics of the weapons* surren- 
der was acceptable, but warned 
they would not tolerate stalling 
for tactical reasons. 

The anhy moved Friday to 
encircle the refugee camps of 
‘Ain Al Hilweh and Mieh Mieh 
on Sidon’s eastern edge. The 
move came a day after PLO 
guerrillas retreated into the 
camps and agreed to surrender 
their heavy weapons. 

Hie decision followed four 
days of battles that left 46 dead 
and 173 wounded. It effectively 
stripped the Palestinian fighters 
of the last Lebanon strongholds 
’from which they could strike at 
Israel. 

But Israel has said it is uncon- 
vinced by Lebanese claims that 
the army has reasserted control. 

Zeid Wehbeh, the PLO’s poli- 
tical representative in Lebanon, 
told the Associated Press Satur- 
day: “There will be no assemb- 
ling of weapons either today or 
tomorrow.'' 

(CaatiBaed cm page 5) 


New U.N. 
mission 
arrives 
in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (A — A 
new h^N. "vM^.ear inspection 
arrived Saturday- to test 
Iraq’s promise of full d.-x^pe ra- 
tion, while a second team finished 
destroying the country's last 
known ballistic missiles. 

The nuclear team leader. 
Dimitri Perricos, said his 37 
member crew would spend a 
week investigating reports of a 
secret cache of nuclear wea pons- 
making equipment as well as 
other alleged nuclear sites. 

Asked whether the inspectors 
would immediately seek out the 
convoy of equipment that 
touched off a row June 28, Mr. 
Perricos said only, “We will 
address that issue.” 

The week of planned inspec- 
tion tours could resolve questions 
about Iraq’s latest pledge of 
cooperation, which was delivered 
in a letter Friday to U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

In Washington, the White 
House reemphasised U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush's belief that he 
has authority to launch a military 
strike if Iraq continues to block 
inspection of suspected nuclear 
weapons facilities. 

A leading U.S. congressman 
said Saturday allied forces might 
have to attack Iraq again unless it 
complied with Gulf war ceasefire 
terms. 

“If (Iraq) refuses to comply 
with (its) obligations the ceasefire 
should be considered null and 
void,” said Stephen Solarz, a 
Democratic member of the 
House of Representatives Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee. 

“If so, then the fire will re- 
sume. We will have no alternative 
but to resume the use of force,” 
he told reporters in Sirsank, 
northern Iraq. 

Mr. Solarz said talk about 
stronger action was growing daily 
both in the U.S. government and 
other coalition countries. 

He met the U.S. commander of 
the coalition forces in northern 
Iraq, expected to withdraw from 
the country this month, and Kur- 
dish advisers to -Jalal Talabani, 
one of the two top leaders of 
Kurdish rebels. 

“I don’t think the United 
States would use force without 
the sanctity of the United Na- 
tions,” said Rear Admiral Philip 
Quasi aboard the USS Nimitz, an 
aircraft carrier in the Gulf. The 
Nimitz is the main naval force the 
Untied States could employ if it 
took military action against Iraq. 

“We’re certainly one of the 
options available,” said Adm. 
Quast, adding, “There are still 
nine navies operating in these 
waters.” 

Under the U.N. ceasefire re- 
solution ending the Gulf war, 
Iraq promised to cooperate with 
the U.N. in identifying and des- 
troying all nuclear, chemical or 
biological weapons material and 
some long-range ballistic missiles, 
(see page 2) 


Extraordinary session of 
Parliament begins tomorrow 


Jordanians, Palestinians seek to 
leave Kuwait, but face problems 

Question mark hangs over Gazans with Egyptian documents 


By P.V. Vivefcanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Most members 
of the Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian community remaining in 
Kuwait are trying to leave the 
emirate in the face of harass- 
ment by foe Kuwaitis and 
harsh living conditions cou- 
pled with unemployment, but 
those who want to leave are 
confronting several major 
problems which they have to 
solve before they could do so, 
according to social workers 
and welfare officials con- 
cerned with the situation in 
Kuwait. 

Figures obtained from rep- 
resentatives of expatriates in 
Kuwait Gty show that foe 


number of Jordanians and 
Palestinians m the emirate 
has shrunk to around 107,000 
from a pre-crisis level of 
400,000. 

“Of these, 80,000 hold 
Jordanian passports, 23,000 
are Gazans who possess 
Egyptian laisser passes and 
4,000 are Palestinians holding 
Lebanese laisser passez,” 
according to Mohammad 
Ayyash Mulbem, chairman 
of an Amman-based commit- 
tee which offers help to re- 
turning expatriates. 

These figures might be foe 
first reasonably accurate sta- 
tistics available on the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian expatri- 
ates in Kuwait following the 
war. 


“All of them would like to 
leave Kuwait since they are 
subject to harassment and 
their living conditions are 
terrible Mr. Mulbem told 
the Jordan Times Saturday, 
“Very few of them have any 
kind of employment and 
there is little choice for them 
except to leave,” he said. 

Reports in the internation- 
al press of arbitrary detention 
and Torture of Jordanians and 
Palestinians in Kuwait have 
dwindled in foe past few 
days, but that does not necesr 
saifly mean that foe measures 
have come to an end, given 
the fact that foreign coverage 
of events in Kuwait has been 
limited. 

A report in the American 


daily USA Today said this 
week that only four foreign 
journalists remained in 
Kuwait and they were de- 
luged with appeals from ex- 
patriates in foe emirate for 
help to get them out. “Each 
morning, noon and night, 
they call one of the four 
remaining foreign journalists 
here, giving only their first 
names,” wrote foe newspap- 
er's correspondent Jade KeUy 
from Kuwait Gty “They ask 
to meet in hotels, homes, 
markets and even in hospital 
linen dosets.” 

- Quoting information re- 
ceived from an expatriates’ 
committee set up in Kuwait 

(Contained on page 3) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A RoyaJ De- 
cree was issued Saturday asking 
Parliament to begin an extraor- 
dinary session on Monday, July 8. 
to discuss 90 draft laws and other 
tomes. 

The decree, which cited Article 
82 of the Constitution as the 
provision for convening an ex- 
traordinary session of Parlia- 
ment, said that in addition to the 
90 topics on the agenda, the 
legislative body will also discuss 
draft laws on political parties, 
press and publication and study 
issues related to the abolition of 
martial law, protection of foe 
national economy and national 
security and subjects related to 
parliamentary investigations into 
administrative and financial cor- 
ruption cases. 

The agenda contains the fol- 
lowing: 

Amendments to the law on the 
1991 fiscal budget, import and 
export law of 1990, the Jordanian 
Investment Institution law of 
1988, the 1976 law on the Pension 
Fund, a 1976 law on public debt, 
amendments to laws on the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan issued in 
1975, 1979 and 1989. an ameod- 


r ent to the 1975 law on Jorda- 
■ ian banks, an amendment to the 
1988 law on Jordanian Engineers 
Association, an amendment to a 
1973 law on Royal Jordanian, an 
amendment to RJ’s 1974 law as 
well as amendments passed in 
1980 and 1984 on the amended 
RJ law, a draft law on a 1991 loan 
agreement with Belgium, and a 
1990 law on the Housing Cor- 
poration. 

The agenda also includes the 
1990 courts law, a 1990 law on 
martyrs fund, the Karak munici- 
palcourt law of 1990. a draft law 
on foe Maffaq municipal court, a 
draft law on foreign investment of 

1990, a draft law on the addition- 
al tax of 1990, a draft law on 
development of Jordanian ex- 
ports of 1991. a draft law on a 
Jordanian corporation for 
guarantees exports passed in 

1991. a draft law on Zarqa Uni- 
versity of 1991, a temporary law 
on regular courts, a temporary 
law on parliamentary elections, a 
draft law on civil defence fund, a 
temporary law on the national 
Jordanian building code, a tem- 
porary law on the care of the 
handicapped, a temporary law on 


trade licences, a temporary law 
on private universities in Jordan, 
a temporary law on the Jordanian 
medical board, a temporary law 
on supply issued in 1989, and the 
companies law. 

Also included are amendments 
to a 1989 income tax law, a 
temporary law on the Higher 
Court of Justice, a temporary law 
on higher education, an amend- 
ment to Jordanian universities 
law, a temporary law on con- 
sumption, temporary laws on 
education, social security, the 
Jordan Farmers Federation, foe 
Organisation of Cities and Vil- 
lages, municipal sewerage, and 
customs as well as laws on tenants 
and landlords, civil status, Hous- 
ing Bank, standards and speci- 
fications and the Audit Bureau as 
well as the national water 
strategy. 

The Council of Ministers has 
embarked on a debate of the 
political parties law. A statement 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said that the council will 
follow up discussions on this law 
in its coming sessions and will 
submit the matter to Parliament 
for approval. 


CBJ takes over Bank of Credit 
and Commerce; accounts secured 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Timely intervention 
by the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) has averted what could 
have been huge losses by Jorda- 
nians in deposits and other forms 
of accounts with the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI), which appears to 
be destined for liquidation after 
the seizure of its assets Friday by 
at least seven govmrrments in 
Europe. 

Hours after Friday’s seizure of 
the bank’s assets in Europe (see 
page 7), the CBJ issued an 
emergency order suspending all 
BCG transactions through its 
three branches in Jordan for 
three days. 

The order came in line with 
Jordanian banking regulations, 
which stipulate that all banking 
institutions, whether branches of 
international institutions or fully 
owned by Jordanians, are gov- 
erned by the relevant laws of 
Jordan. 

On Saturday, the CBJ followed 
up its action by freezing all assets, 
and suspended ail operations of 


the bank and appointing an admi- 
nistrative committee to run the 
bank’s affairs. A CBJ statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said no transfer of 
any funds from BCG accounts in 
Jordan was permitted to its head- 
quarters in Luxembourg or any of 
its branches. 

Banking cricles and economic 
analysts said foe CBJ has been 
aware of BCG’s troubles on the 
international level and had 
ordered, in April this year, that 
all BCG deposits of Jordanians 
in foreign currency be transferred 
to the Central Bank. 

Fakhri Bilbeisi. regional mana- 
ger of BCG in Jordan, said about 
94 per cent of the deposits with 
the bank in foreign currency bad 
already been transferred to the 
CBJ. 

The foreign currency deposits 
of the bank are around 
the equivalent of JD 29 million 
while deposits in local currency 
amount to JD 36 million. In 
addition to the transfer of foreign 
currency deposits from BCG, the 
CBJ- also holds 15 per cent of al! 
BCG deposits in dinars. 

“The bank's depositors will not 


Disguised Israelis 
kill Palestinian 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM' 
(Agencies) — Undercover Israeli 
soldiers in a car foot ' dead a 
Palestinian and wounded bis 
companion in Artas village near 
Bethlehem in the occupied West 
Bank Friday night, Palestinian 
sources said Saturday. 

Artas residents said the dis- 
guised soldiers, in a car with blue 
□umber plates of foe type issued 
to West Bank Palestinians, shot 
dead Mazan Ahmad Musa Sabri, 
20, late Friday night. 

His companion, Mohammad 
Daamseh Al Dirabani, 23, was 
shot and wounded, they added. 

The Palestinians were walking 
to their car when the other car 
came by and the soldiers opened 
fire, they said. 

The two men were neither in 
collaboration with the Israeli au- 
thorities nor activists in the 42- 
monfo-long Palestinian uprising, 
the residents added. 

Israel Radio said Mr. Sabri’s 
body was snatched from a local 
hospital but the army recovered it 
and sent it for autopsy after im- 
posing a curfew on Artas. 

Knee the uprising erupted in 
1987 Israelis have killed 809 
Palestinians, according to a Reu- 
ter count. 

The army acknowledged for 
the first time last month that it 
used undercover units to fight foe 
revolt. The practice, denied for 
years, was well-known to Palesti- 
nians, who are ever alert for 
strange vehicles in their villages. 

The army allowed Israel Tele- 
vision to report on the units 
because foe report would im- 


prove army morale and deter 
activists in the occupied territor- 
ies. Chief of Staff Lieutenant 
General Ehud Barak said. 

In the West Bank city of Nab- 
lus on Saturday Israeli troops 
fired teargas to disperse women 
who tried to march through the 
dty to protest against conditions 
for more than 9,000 Palestinians 
held in Israel’s prisons, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

Some 250 Palestinians in Nafba 
prison in southern Israel have 
been on hunger strike, taking 
only water and salt, since June 23 
to protest at prison conditions. 

Palestinian nationalist leader 
Radwan Abu Ayash asked the 
U.N. Security Council Thursday 
to intervene on the prisoners* 
behalf. 

Frustration 

Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
reacted to the weakening of foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s (PLO) military presence in 
South Lebanon with frustration 
and discouragement. 

“I only see darkness and only 
darkness. There is no light at the 
end of the tunnel,” said Saeed 
Kansan, a West Bank business- 
man. 

He said the latest disappoint- 
ment was an outgrowth of the 
Gulf war, which brought new 
criticism to the PLO for its sup- 
port of Iraq. 

“It is a setback we ail expected 
after the Gulf war,” he told the 
AP in a telephone interview. 


lose anything at ail,” said Mr. 
Bilbeisi. “It is now up to the 
Central Bank to decide the 
appropriate method to meet the 
demands of clients when (BCG) 
branches reopen on Tuesday,” he 
told foe Jordan Times. 

This was reaffirmed by CBJ 
Governor Mohammad Saeed 
Nabuisi in an interview with Jor- 
dan Television Saturday evening. 

Hie financial position of the 
bank is sound and there is enough 
coverage for the deposits with the 
bank. Dr. Nabuisi said. 

“The deposits of the public 
with the bank are secured,” the 
CBJ governor told Jordan Televi- 
sion. 

The bank employs close to 100 
people at its three branches in 
Jordan — Jabal Amman, Down- 
town Amman and Mahatta. 

Fahed Fanek. an economic 
analyst and newspaper columnist, 
and Abdullah Malki, mana- 
ger of the Association of Banks in 
Jordan, also agreed with the 
assessment that no significant loss 
was in the pipeline for Jordanians 
as a result of the bank's collapse. 

(CootiBoed oo page 5) 


Yugoslav 

strife 

turns 

worse 

LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia 
(Agencies) — Federal and Slove- 
nian leaders ended initial negotia- 
tions Saturday undecided on who 
controls the breakaway republic’s 
borders. 

Meanwhile, ethnic violence 
continued in Croatia, the other 
independence-seeking republic. 
Leaders there warned of possible 
attack by federal forces to sepa- 
rate feuding Serbs and Croats, 
and the hardline Serbian leader 
said be could mobilise a Large 
army to “pressure peace." 

Slovenian officials said new 
talks were planned to try to com- 
promise on federal demands that 
the republic give up control of its 
bonier posts by noon Sunday. 
But they did not say when the two 
sides would meet again. 

Stipe Mesic, chairman of 
Yugoslavia’s collective presiden- 
cy, stressed that the central lead- 
erahip has no plans to use foe 
army to enforce the deadline. But 
concents remained that the army 
would act independently of the 
national politicians. 

Mr. Meric said talks with a 
European Community (EC) de- 
legation due in Yugoslavia Sun- 
day “could provide the only last- 
ing peaceful solutions to the cri- 
sis.” 







Middle East News 


Israel’s religious wars 


grow noisier and uglier 


By Marcus EUason 

Tbe Associated Press 


TEL AVIV — Israel's reli- 
gious wars have grown noisier 
and uglier. 

Last month, a rabbi accused 
the kibbutz movement of hav- 
ing waged a campaign 40 years 
ago to stamp the Judaism out 
of new immigrants. Last Sun- 
day. someone committed a 
shocking insult to Jewish sensi- 
bilities by dumping a pig's head 
at a synagogue gate. 

The two incidents could be 
regarded as marginal: A fuss 
about old errors and a deed 
widely denounced as beyond 
any civilised Israeli norm. 

Together, however, they 
have escalated the perennial 
conflict between Israel’s secu- 
lar majority and the Haredim 
— the more than 200,000 
strictly orthodox Jews whose 
parties are the kingmakers of 
Israeli politics. 

They also reflect a shift in 
the Israeli power structure 
over the past 15 years. 

Political clout has drawn the 
Haredim out of their tradi- 
tionally dosed world and into 
the spotlight. The kibbutzes, 
the collective farm movement 
once revered as the epitome of 
Zionism, are on die defensive, 
having to answeT for deeds and 
misdeeds committed at the 
dawn of Israeli statehood. 

Tensions between the reli- 
gious and secular probably will 
rise with changes in popula- 
tion. Religious parties are 
trying to enroll 15,000 new 
Ethiopian immigrants, and 
complain that the 2S0.000 
Soviet Jews who have arrived 
in die past two years are over- 
whelmingly secular. 

Rabbi Yitzhak Peretz, im- 
migration minister and a lead- 
ing figure among tbe bearded, 
black-robed Haredim, made 
the claim about kibbutzes on 
television . 

In Israel’s early years, he 
said, Asian and North African 
immigrants housed on the 


farms were coerced into aban- 
doning ancient Jewish rituals 
and embracing the ideals of 
Marxist collectivism. 

Nerves were particularly 
jangled by Mr. Peretz's use of 
the word “shemad,” mewing 
the destruction of a person’s 
religious faith. 

The secular public was out- 
raged. Large anti-religious de- 
monstrations were held. 
Acrimonious debate filled par- 
liament and the media. 

No one denied such things 
happened in the early years, 
such as making men cut off the 
traditional side cuds. 

“There were a lot of 
attempts to win the minds and 
snatch the souls of immigrants 
of various kinds and convert 
them into supporters and be- 
lievers," said Peter Medding, a 
political scientist at Hebrew 
University. 

Other leaders of the Hare- 
dim rushed to defend Mr. 
Peretz. Secular opponents ac- 
cused him of capitalising on 
old, isolated incidents to adv- 
ance his standing among ortho- 
dox voters. 

Three weeks later, the pig's 
head was found outside a syna- 
gogue in Bnei Braq, an ortho- 
dox suburb of Tel Aviv, with a 
note bearing a secular slogan. 

Secular and orthodox 
Israelis united in denunciation, 
but while rabbis called it anti- 
Semitism, some secular politi- 
cians blamed the Haredim, 
saying they had pushed the 
non-religious public too far. 

They cited attempts by reli- 
gious parties to force Jewish 
law on an unwilling populace, 
the exemption of seminary stu- 
dents from military service and 
large sums of taxpayer money 
the Haredim have exacted as 
the price of supporting govern- 
ments. 

‘To force on us an alien way 
of life... through cynical poli- 
tical extortion, is piggishness 
— yonr piggishness,'' left-wing 
legislator Yossi Sand said in a 
parliamentary debate on the 


pig’s-head incident. 

Rabbi Moshe Zeev Feldman 
of the ultra-orthodox party 
Agudat Israel countered: “Ev- 
erything connected in any way 
to our people, our law. the 
tradition of Israel, immediately 
meets with hatred, contempt 
and scorn.” 

Some Israelis in both camps 
say mutual ignorance is re- 
sponsible. 


Haredim see secular Israel 
as a parody of the gentile 
world. To secular Israelis, the 
Haredim are simply transplant- 
ing their forefathers' East 
European ghettoes into Israel. 

“There is a consistent 
attempt to wall off the outside 
world,” Mr. Medding "said. 
“The modern world threatens" 
the Haredim and “the way 
they cope with it is by com- 
pletely cutting themselves off 
from it-” * , 

Jews commanded by God to 
enforce Jewish law finding lit- 
tle merit in the secular argu- 
ment for live-and-let-live plur- 
alism. 

The religious argument — 
that prayer and Bible study are 
as important for Israel's wel- 
fare as military service — car- 
ries equally little weight among 
Israelis who spend three years 
in the army and up to 50 days a 
year on reserve duty. 

In April, on Israel’s memo- 
rial day, television showed 
Haredim casually going about 
their business while sirens 
sounded for Israelis to stand at 
attention and honour the war 
dead. 


Angry secular Jews paid lit- 
tle heed to the religious con- 
tention that sirens and standing 
at attention are gentile cus- 
toms, that Haredim remember 
the war dead in prayer and 
fasting. 

“There is a lack of com- 
munication,” Ye rah mi el 
Boyer, mayor of Bnei Braq. 
said on Israel Radio. “There’s 
no willingness to listen to the 
other side.” 


Syrian-Lehanese scuffle 
disrupts peace concert 


BEIRUT (R) — A scuffle be- 
tween Syrian and Lebanese sol- 
diers disrupted a peace concert 
held Friday amid the ruins 16 
years of civil war in downtown 
Beirut. 

“I spit on such peace," said one 
woman, fleeing in anger and fear 
as rifle shots drowned out youth- 
ful, singing voices. 

Men. women and children, 
who bad been waving Lebanese 
flags and banners calling for 
“peace and love” ran away in 
terror as gunfire echoed thorough 
Martyrs’ Square, scene of some 
of the country’s heaviest fighting. 

“Leave, Leave. Go back 
home. Don’t bother about peace 
concerts,’* Lebanese soldiers 
urged some of the 10,000 civilians 
who had gathered to celebrate 
the end of factional fighting that 
has taken 150,000 lives. 

The concert was held a day 
after Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) guerrillas agreed 
to give up their biggest weapons 
and retreat to their camps in 
southern Lebanon after a four- 
day battle with the Lebanese* 
army. 

The concert was organisd by 
the voice of Lebanon radio sta- 
tion and the Lebanese Broadcast- 
ing Corporation television sta- 
tion, both run by the rightist 
Lebanese Forces militia. 

The crowd included Christians 
and Muslims, some of whom had 
not ventured to the centre of the 
capital since 1974. 

But half-way through the con- 
cert, featuring 54 Christian and 
Muslim musicians from ail over 


the country, a scuffle broke out. 

It started when Lebanese 
plaindothed security forces stop- 
ped a Syrian soldier carrying 
hand grenades and a maebinegun 
from mingling with the crowds. 

The Syrians, with 40,000 troops 
in Lebanon, are the main power 
brokers. 

“No weapons are allowed here. 
We’re singing for peace,” said a 
security man. 

The Syrian soldier insisted on 
being allowed in, arguing that 
Mona Hrawi. wife of the presi- 
dent, was attending the concert 
guarded by armed soldiers. The 
Syrian then fired his rifle into the 
air. 

As Lebanese soldiers beat the 
soldier up, three friends who 
were with him ran to bring rein- 
forcements. 

A fuil-scail clash was pre- 
vented. But the incident made 
people hurry back home with 
spirits lowered and doubts raised 
that the peace the government of 
President Elias Hrawi has lately 
achieved would hold. 

Despite the confusion and the 
panic, the singers continued for a 
while, but ended the concert two 
hours early. 

Their last number was a French 
song they had composed for the 
occasion: 

“Peace, peace, peace is coming 
with love, 

“Let's rise to sing and to re- 
write history.” 

Among those who saw the con- 
cert through to the end was Brit- 
ish Ambassador David Tathem. 
who stayed in his front row seat. 


Libyan 


arms 


reportedly 
captured 
in Liberia 


ABUJA. Nigeria (AP) — Sierra 
Leona President Joseph Momoh 
said Saturday his army, battling 
an invasion from neighbouring 
Liberia, had captured arms made 
in Libya. 

Mr. Momoh, in Nigeria's fu- 
ture capital of Abuja for a sum- 
mit of the 16-nation Economic 
Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), told Reuters 
that fighters from Burkina Faso 
and Liberia had also been taken 


prisoner. 


“We captured ammunition 
shells and boxes clearly marked 
government of Libya,” he said in 
an interview. 

He added that people from 
Burkina Faso and Liberia as well 
as Siena Leonean dissidents had 
been among the rebels taken 
captive since the invasion began 
in March. 


Sierra Leone and Nigeria ac- 
cuse Liberian rebel leader 
Charles Taylor of mounting the 
cross-border attack from territory 
be controls. 

Mr. Taylor denies any involve- 
ment, saying anti-Momoh Sierra 
Leoneans are responsible. 

Libya and Burkina Faso have 
backed Mr. Taylor's National Patrio- 
tic From of Liberia (NPFL) since 
tbe start of the civil war in Liberia 
in December 1989. 



M nammnr Q wfliafi 


Qadhafi 
scoffs at 


Britain 


NICOSIA (AP) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi said in a radio 
broadcast Friday his country does 
not need relations with Britain, 
and denied what he called “in- 
sulting” accusations about in- 
volveraatf • -* V Pan Am air- 
plane explcrc'-J' > . < ^£ tr I for ybie, 
Scotland. 

In am interview with Radio 
Mont/? Carlo, monitored in Nico- 
sia. Colonel Qadhafi was asked 
about recent accusations from 
London that Libya was connected 
to the explosion of the plane en 
route- to New York just before 
Christmas I9S9. 

“If they had carried out inves- 
tigations on the Pan American 
incident they could have come out 
with serious results, but they did 
not come out with any result and 
Libya has nothing to do with the 
Pan American incident, -4 * Col. 
Qadhafi said. 

“Every now and then, the U.K. 
accuses Libya of being responsi- 
ble for the crash. It also accuses 
Syria sometimes of terrorism.” 

He said: “Britain is the loser in 
this fight and it is Britain who 
took the initiative of reinitiating 
the dialogue with Libya. We 
agreed on starting the dialogue 
and improving relations. Instead 
of them being positive about it. 
they start insulting Libya again. 
In any case. Libya doesn’t need 
relations with Britain.” 

On other issues. Col. Qadhafi 
said it was necessary to hold an 
extraordinary Arab summit to 
“reunify Arab ranks” after the 
Gulf war, criticised fighting be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and the 
Lebanese army, and said 
Kuwait's preference for Amer- 
ican troops means “there is no 
security in the Gulf. 

“Iraq is not a problem any- 
more. I'm sure that Iraq will take 
part in any summit,’* Col. 
Qadhafi said. “There is no real 
problem in relations between 
Egypt and the Palestinians.” 

He criticised fighting between 
the Lebanese army and the PLO. 
which ended Thursday with an 
agreement that PLO fighters 
would move their heaviest 
weapons out of Lebanon and 
confine themselves to refugee 
camps. 

“Libya has contributed to the 
armament of the Lebanese army 
and f don’t think Libya has con- 
tributed in attacking the Palesti- 
nians.” Col. Qadhafi said. “It 
contributed in. reinstating the 
Lebanese legality. The Lebanese, 
the Palestinians and the Syrians 
should have sat together and de- 
fined their positions. Why resort 
to arms? I consider it a fight 
between Arab brothers.” 

Asked about his discussions 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on creating security 
structures in the Gulf, he 
answered: 

“There are no security arrange- 
ments in the Gulf and nothing 
dear on this matter. There was an 
idea about the Arab force which 
took pan in the liberation of 
Kuwait replacing foreign troops, 
but it seems Kuwait can not 
dispense with the Americans.” 

“It relies on them for its secur- 
ity.” he said, “so there is nothing 
now abut security arrangements 
in the Gulf.” 



Destruction of Iraqi 


missiles continuing 


BAGHDAD (AP) — With a 
final explosion Saturday, a U.N. 
team planned to end a destructive 
week spent watching Iraqis bull- 
doze ballistic missiles into scrap 
and slice launchers with welding 
torches. . 

The last task of blowing up 19 
Scud and Ai Hussein missile war- 
beads at Habbaniyah air base 90 
kilometres west of Baghdad was 
to be completed by Midday Satur- 
day, tbe team leader, U.S. army 
Colonel Douglas England said 
Friday. 

The 21-man multinational 
team, which includes four Amer- 
icans and three Soviets, has 
already supervised destruction of 
61 missiles, 10 mobile launchers, 
two fixed launchers, nine liquid- 
fuel transporters and eight missile 
transport vehicles. Col. England 
said. 

All were identified by Iraq 
under the April 3 U.N. ceasefire 
resolution ending the Gulf war. 
Tbe agreement obliges Iraq to 
destroy all its missiles, nuclear 
and chemical weapons. 

Towards the end of the month, 
anothei U.N. team headed by 
Col. England will finish the task 
of eliminating Iraq's missile capa- 
bility when it travels to western 
Iraq to inspect 34 fixed launch 
sites and eight supporting factor- 
ies, he said. 

Most of the nearly 30 sites were 
destroyed by allied air attacks. 
Col. Englund said. The remain- 
der will be plowed into the 
ground. 

Also, 30 chemical warheads are 
to be destroyed by a separate 
U.N. inspection team. 

In contrast to U.N. nuclear 
inspectors, who have encoun- 
tered resistance from Iraqi au- 
thorities, the ballistic team has 
met with full cooperation, Col. 
Englund said in an interview at 
his Baghdad hotel. 

“I'm personally very impressed 


with how much they’ve been able 
to do in five days,” said Col. 
Englund. “They probably needed 
one in the win column. They 
destroyed what they said they 
weTe going to destroy. . . they real- 
ly didn't have alternative.” 

Some Iraqi officers muttered 
regrets about the demolition of 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
equipment they had guarded with 
.their lives, team members said. 

Col. Englund and other team 
members said they observed no- 
thing to indicate Iraq was hiding 
missiles. Some reports have indi- 
cated Iraq secretly possessed 
from 100 to 700. 

Col. Englund said allied 
attacks on the missile sites had 
been devastating. But one team 
member, Lt.-Col. Wolfgang But- 
tler of the German air force, said, 
“right now we really don’t know” 
if there are more missiles. 

The dismantling of the missile 
sites occurred at three bases 
around Baghdad where tempera- 
tures that soar to 50 degrees 
Centigrade. 

Iraq has denied having a nuc- 
lear weapons or biological 
weapons programme. In April. 
Baghdad provided a list of over 
11,000 chemical weapons that 
survived the Gulf war, along with 
52 ballistic missiles. 

Baghdad admitted having one 
regular 320-kilometre-range Scud 
missile and 51 specially adapted 
AI Hussein Scuds, with a 640- 
kilometre range. 

Since Tuesday, a team of U.N. 
demolition experts have been su- 
pervising the destruction of 61 
missiles, including nine previous- ■ 
ly undeclared AI Fahd surface-to- 
air missiles. 

By Sunday, the U.N. team 
plans to have completed the des- 
truction of all the missiles, mobile 
and fixed launchers, liquid fuel 
transporters and missile transport 
vehicles. 


Turkey seeks strategic 


gains from Bush trip 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
President Turgut Oral hopes a 
visit by President Bush later this 
month will finally produce re- 
wards for Turkey's support and 
sacrifices during the Gulf war. 

Turkish officials talk of work- 
ing out a special relationship 
along the lines of U.S. ties to 
Israel or South Korea. 

Mr. Bush will arrive from 
Greece July 20 for a two-day slate 
visit, only the second by a U.S. 
president to the two quarrelling 
NATO allies and the first in 32 
years. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower visited both coun- 
tries in 1959. 

Since then, Turkisb-Greek ties 
have steadily worsened over Ae- 
gean disputes and the Cyprus 
problem, issues on which Mr. 
Bush is expected to seek progress 
during his trip. 

During the Gulf crisis, Mr. 
Ozal overruled objections that 
Turkey could be jeopardising its 
ties with fellow Islamic states in 
the region by supporting the 
U.S.-led coalition. 

Ankara blocked Iraq's oil ex- 
ports, massed troops on the bor- 
der to pin down Iraqi divisions 
and permitted U.S. bombers to 
use a Turkish base. 

But despite Mr. Ozal’s focus on 
a public relations windfall, his 
officials were not satisfied with 
the returns. 

Turkey, which lost pipeline 
royalties and gave up a big export 
and construction market in Iraq, 
has estimated that its total losses 
are dose to $8 billion. 

Washington pressed the West- 
ern allies, Japan and the Gulf 
states to supply aid. but officials 
here complain that was enough to 
cover only half of the losses. 

Mr. Oral said Washington tri- 
pled import quotas for Turkish 
textiles, one of the country's lead- 
ing exports. But offidals privately 
note the .measure was nothing 


more than a gesture since Turkey 
was hard-pressed to meet the old 
quotas. 

A U.S.-led allied force has 
worked in eastern Turkey to pro- 
tect and repatriate 450,000 Iraqi 
Kurds who fled to Turkey after a 
failed rebellion in March. 

But looming autonomy for Ira- 
qi Kurds has been an unwelcome 
by-product for Turkey which 
feats similar aspirations by its 
own 12 million Kurds. 

Despite U.S. pressure, the 
European Community is as reluc- 
tant as ever to take Turkey in. 

A delegation of Pentagon, 
State Department and White 
House officials led by U.S. 
Under-secretary of Defence Paul 
Wolfbwitz has just ended talks on 
the “strategic relationship” be- 
tween the two countries. 

Talks included the deployment 
in Turkey of a Western “residual 
force” ostensibly to deter a new 
Iraqi crackdown on Kurds. 

They also discussed additions 
to a bilateral defence accord giv- 
ing Washington access to electro- 
nic surveillance, air and com- 
munications bases. 

But a foreign ministry official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the new relationship 
should ensure increased aid, 
breaking the tradition that 
guarantees Greece military aid 
worth 70 per cent of Turkey’s. 
Congress, however, has rejected 
administration attempts to aban- 
don that formula . 

Asked to define Turkey’s goals 
in more concrete terms, another 
official said Turkey was seeking 
ties as close as those between the 
United States and Israel. 

“There is also the example of 
South Korea, which the United 
States built up as its window in 
tbe Far East with investments, 
economic and political backing,” 
the official said, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 


middle east news bn brief 


Council of Europe to discuss Gulf pollution 


ANKARA (R) — Council of Europe ministers will meet m;.;' ]s 
Ankara next week to discuss Gulf pollution from bunting oil welfc% • 
and the aftermath of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. “The^: 


ministers will decide on tbe launching of a programme tp study,*, 
the effects of the Chernobyl catastrophe on victims health and - 

r n , »hnco nffa-feH horh in the Soviet Union and in k :-c 


y 




provide help for ... those affected both m the Soviet Union and m v 
Turkey ” a council statement said. The statement, received' 
Friday, said the Soviet Union had requested the meeting a year j* 
aeo. It said the ministers would also approve conservation 
measures for coral in the Gulf, following a request for help fronr!; ;, 
Saudi Arabia. Smoke from tbe burning Kuwaiti oil wells masks); v 
the sun. causing a drop in sea temperature and threatening the-.,,', 
coral, the statement said. Turkey and the Soviet Union are botfa< ^ 
members of the 25-Nation Council of Europe. \ ^ 


Wife of jailed Briton leaves for Iraq 


LONDON (R) — The wife of a British businessman jailed in Iraq 
left London Saturday to visit ber husband in his prison cell for the 
first time in a year. Shirley Richter flew to Jordan and will travel 


IUM umw + . ■ I • JT AC 

overland from there to Baghdad, where her husband fan, 45, was 


r^led^for fife five years *ago on bribery charges. She said at jl Of 
\ i »_ ii .i oimnrf. “Rw vwrs is a lone time for w 


London’s Heathrow airport: “Five years is a long time for 
someone who should not be in prison in jhe first place. 1 would 
say to President Saddam (Hussein) him. He has 

been there a long time and it would be nitiftiVe could come borne 
now.”’ Mrs. Richter, who will not know if she is to meet President 
Saddam Hussein until she arrives in Iraq, wfll be visiting her 
husband Monday for the first time since the Gulf war. She said: 
‘during the war, Ian has very depressed. At times there was no 


;V i , 


believe ne is wen at tne momcm aiuKiugu uc » u< 

heat.” For her planned meetings with Iraqi officials, Mrs. Richter ... 
will be accompanied by Soviet diplomats, who have been handling ^ : 
British affairs in Baghdad since Iraq severed relations with Britain ^ 
over the Gulf war. Another Briton, Douglas Brand, was freed f' 
from an Iraqi prison last month after the intervention of former 1 - 
British Prime Minister Edward Heath. 


Japanese turn to minehunting 


ABU DHABI (AP) — AfteT detecting and destroying 17 mines in 
the Gulf waters off Kuwait, four Japanese ships have turned their 
attention to the more difficult job of minehunting. Minesweeping is 
the process of detecting mines that have broken from their tethers 
and are floating at or near the surface. Minehunting is more 
difficult because it requires locating sophisticated mines hidden in 
the sea bed, often by using a diver or robot. Members of the team 
discussed their project on condition they not be named. On 
Saturday they allowed reporters to see a video tape, prepared by 
the Japanese maritime self-defence force, showing the detonation 
of four mines in the Gulf. They said that in at least one instance, 
Japanese divers discovered a mine with the safety pin still in place, 
suggesting that whoever planted it did not have the skills necessary 
to activate it. The tape showed divers going 31 metres underwater 
to secure one mine. The detonation sent water shooting some 50 
metres into the air. “Our ship was five kilometres away and it was a 
heavy one. yet it started shaking like a paper boat in a small lake,” 
one diver said of the power of the blast. The four Japanese ships 
that are hunting for mines are two 440-tonne ships commissioned in 
1988. Yurishima and Hiroshima, and two 490-tonne ships commis- 
sioned in 1989. Awashima and Sakushima. 
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Israel targets Falashas 


*2 


for AIDS testing 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The airlift 
that brought 14,500 Ethiopian 
Jews (Falashas) to Israel has in- 
creased the country's pool of HTV 
carriers by nearly 25 per cent, a 
leading AIDS researcher says. 

To prevent the spread of the 
disease, the health ministry has 
ordered the testing of all Ethio- 
pians over age nine who arrived 
during Operation Solomon, tbe 
36-hour airlift carried out in May 
during the revolution in Ethiopia. 

While the number of AIDS 
victims and HIV carriers remains 
small in Israel, Dr. Shlomo 
Maayan noted the sudden jump is 
significant m a country with a 
population of 4.0 million. 

“It’s a huge impact on Israel," 
he said in a recent interview. 

Shlomo Mulla, an Ethiopian 
immigrant leader, said there was 
no reason for mandatory testing 
of Ethiopians because he be- 
lieved AIDS was not prevalent 
among them. He said the testing 
was putting a stigma on the com- 
munity. 

“What, is there no AIDS in the 
Israeli community or in the Un- 
ited States or Europe? To say 
that just because they come from 
Africa they have AIDS is terri- 
ble,” Mr. Mulla said. 

Zev Handzel. head of Israel's 
Association for AIDS Preven- 
tion , made similar comments in 
an interview with tbe weekly 
Jerusalem Report. “It’s criminal 
to blame Ethiopian immigrants 
for any new increase. You are 
more likely to catch AIDS from 
an American tourist," he said. 

Dr. Maayan, director of the 


AIDS department at Jerusalem’s - 
Hadassah Hospital, said pre- - 
liminary estimates showed that » 
one per cent, or about 150 of the 2 
new Ethiopian immigrants, were - 
suffering from AIDS of carrying : 
file HTV virus. 

“That's estimated, but it is ; 
based on tests done on die Ethio- : 
pi am done by tbe ministry of . 
health,” he said- ; 

The precise number is not j 
known. Dr. Maayan said six 
recently arrived Ethiopians, some s 
from Operation Solomon, are 
being treated at Hadassah for the m 
disease. 

Besides the newly arrived 
Ethiopians, about 150 people suf- 
fer from AIDS in Israel and 
another 500 carry the virus. 

AIDS attacks the body’s im- 
mune system, leaving victims sus- 
ceptible to a wide variety of 
infections and cancers. It is 
caused by tbe human inh 
munodefitiency virus, or HIV. 
Carriers of tbe virus do not al- 
« ^ays have AIDS, although infec- 
tion nearly always leads to tbe 
incurable disease. 

Dr. Maayan said the testing is 
already creating problems among 
the mostlsy uneducated immig- 
rants. Those diagnosed with 
AIDS have never heard of the 
disease, he said. Others are con- 
fused by blood tests and reluctant < 
to discuss their sexual habits. 

“We have brought thes£ peo- 
ple from a medical situation 
equivalent with the 12th century 
to ihe 21st century," said Dr. 
Avraham Reshef, head of public 
health services in Israel. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
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Ibn Al Nafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


Cairo (RJ) 

1&2S Istanbul (RJ) 

Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

IM0 Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

IMS Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

3*3® London. Brussels (RJ) 

Other Flights (Tormina) 2) 

12:40 - Tripoli (LN) 

- Lamaea (CY) 

-^35 Beirut (ME) 


market prices 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) Information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Roys! Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


::3£r 


iw* 

lfc» Jeddah (RJ) 

1*45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

18*0 .... New Yorit. Amsterdam (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

t* 5 *® Istanbul (RJ) 

■«» - Cairo (RJ) 

Aqaba (Rl) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

•1:15 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

**558 Bangkok. Singapore (RJ) 

5=3® Jeddah. Sanaa CRJ) 

23M Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 

Rome (AZ) 

13:4 ® Tripoli (LN) 

**15 • Lamaea (CY) 


Uppetfltmcr price in 6h per kg. 

API*: 700 1 300 

Apncots 8S0/750 

Ba»w» - 500/450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450/400 

.ge"» 530 /25b 

S-ekbegc .120/ 80 

Snss-V-- 180/120 

Cauhdower poti / hjq 

Co™ 200/150 

Cucumbers (large) 120 / 80 

Cucumbers (nail) .... 240/200 

EgSpiwu -180/ 120 

Carte 75Q/65Q 

9°^".- 400 / 300 

Grapefruit • 320 / 260" 

If® 0 **-* 400 / 350 

pM*e) 120 / 80 

Marrow (small) 250/200 

; v 550/250 

Onk» (dry) .... .......... 180 / 120 

400 /320 

£aetea 550/450 

7 . 350/200: 

Pepperflwt) 200/150 

Pepper (sweet) 300 /2S0 

Potato ....: 320 / 280 

Sage 500 

Sweet metou 300/250 

Tomatoes. 24&/ 190 

Watermelon ; .,..^:....r,; .120/« 


4 


= -rv ; ' C ; »■- C •t'.t • - 




International 
ay with display 


; AMMAN (J.T.)- — Jordan Satur- 
^^marfced International Coop- 
• - ecapv&Day by displaying various 
. products by 503 Jonbman coop- 
; erafive -societies at the Intema- 
tional Fair Centre at Marj A1 
Tslfataam, west of here. 

_ Deputy Prime Minister and 
transit Minister Ali Soheimat 
; : stood: in for His Royal Highness 
. Crown Prince Hassan at the 
.^.Opciriing. ceremony which was 
1 attended by officials and 
businessmen as well as repre- 
V sentatives of the Jordan Coopera- 
^tive Organisation (JCO) which 
S' organised the fair. 

■> Items and commodities on dis- 
play, from various societies in 

- different parts, of Jordan, io- 
; eluded agrical rural tools and 
; pqrapment, embroidery and knit- . 

ted wear, food supplies, clothes, 

‘ Ornaments, vegetables and fruits 

- as weU as dairy products. 

•*' JCO Director General Jamal 


Lebdonr who attended the open- 
ing ceremony told the Jordan 
News Agency Petra, that the 
cooperative movement in the 
Kingdom was actively contribut- 
ing towards the Kingdom’s socio- 
economic development. 

The country has 154 coopera- 
tive societies which produce 
vegetables and fruits and the JCO 
supervises the production of im- 
proved grain in cooperation with 
the Ministry of agriculture, Mr. 
Lebdottr said. 

He said that the cooperative 
societies in Jordan produced more 
than SO per cent of the local 
market's needs of poultry and 
meat. 90 per cent of table eggs, 45 
per cent of hatching eggs, 80 per 
cent of fresh milk and 90 per cent 
of table salt. 

He said that the JCO was 
instrumental in preventing the 
-continued movement of people 
from rural to urban regions by 


creating job opportunities in 
ruruai and remote regions of Jor- 
dan. 

The JCO Mr. Lebdour added, 
is also helping Jordan produce 
more food, ensure stability for 
rural communities and raise their 
standard of living. 

Jordan is one of the 77 mem- 
bers of the Geneva-based Inter- 
national Cooperative Alliance 
(TCA) which was established in 
1895 to coordinate efforts by va- 
rious world cooperatives, prom- 
ote rhe cooperative movement 
worldwide and encourage socio- 
economic development. 

The ICA aims at linking indi- 
vidual means and affiliated orga- 
nisations in the pursuit of coop- 
erative goals. These cover agri- 
culture, banking, fisheries, con- 
sumer affairs, wholesale distribu- 
tion, housing, insurance, 
women’s participation and in- 
dustrial fields. 


Abbadi says Jordan does not 
have a drug addiction problem 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan does 
not have a drag addiction profc 
Jem, does not produce any types 
of thugs and has tio laboratories 
to process narcotics; according to 
Minister of. Health Mamdoub A1 ' 
Abbadi. 

Addressing die opening session 
of a “scientific day,” orgams£d!by 
. the Jordanian Pharmacists Asso- 
tiatioin (JPA) in cooperation 
wi± the Mfrnstry of Health, die 
minister said that die problem of 
drugs was now plaguing countries 
worldrwide .and was haying 
adverse effects bn individuals and 
whole societies. 

“The scientific day, has been 
organised for the purpose of 


focusing public attention on the 
dangers of drugs and to spread 
public awareness on the need to 
combat drug addiction and traf- 
ficking by all means,” the minis- 
ter said. 

Addressing the opening session 
was JPA President Husain Mus- 
mar who said that there was no 
drug addiction problem in Jor- 
dan, but Jordan is considered as a 
transit area for drug trafficking 
between consumer and producer 
countries. 

' Mr. Musmar paid tribute to the 
continued efforts of the Public 
Security Department (PSD) and 
the vigilance of the public, which 
he said, continually help abort 


Question mark over Gazans 


-■ { Continued from page 1> - 

Cify, Mr. Mulhem, a lawyer 
by profession who practised 
in tbe emirate, said exit formali- 
ties for expatriates “are a 
lengthy process, involving 
perecHial questioning (by the 
Kuwaiti authorities) and 
ccndd take months before in- 
. dividual- exit ptamissaons are _ 


Mr. Mulhem ".estimated 
that around ID per cent of the 
Jordanian pasqport holders 
teft in Kuwait were residents 
of the Israeli-occupied West 
Rank who are issued two- 
year Jordanian passports to 
serve as travel and identity 
documents without any 
. qtfeanshjp rights, or obliga- 
tions in the kingdom. 

. While holders of Jordanian 
passports and - Lebanese 
documents have the option of 
returning to Jordan and 
Lebanon,' the Gazans 


stranded in Kuwait face a 
major problem: Egypt has 
imposed a very tight screen- 
ing system to control the en- 
-tiy of Gazans to its territory 
despite the fact that they 
possess Egyptian-issued 
documents. 

In most cases, the system 
means protracted processes 
and possible outright refusal 
to allow entry. 

Egyptian authorities deny 
that they are refusing to 
accept Gazans and blame 
bureaucracy for the delay. 

“We are seeking (Jorda- 
nian) government approval 
to allow the holders of Egyp- 
tian documents to enter Jor- 
dan,” Mr. Mulhem said. “We 
have requested a meeting 
with the prime minister and 
we will be raising the issue 
daring the meeeting.” 

“We don't think all the 
23,000 of the Gazans will 
come to Jordan," he said 


drug trafficking operations. 

Head of the Pharmacy Depart- 
ment at the Health Ministry 
Nayef Haraameh reviewed his 
department's efforts in controll- 
ing all medicines imported by 
Jordan and other matters related 
to drugs and narcotics. 

The participants held three 
working sessions dealing with 
drugs in Jordan, Arab and inter- 
national cooperation in combatt- 
ing the drugs and the classifica- 
tion of various drugs and their 
mental effects. 

The meeting also dealt with 
methods of rehabilitating drag 
addicts and legal issues related to 
drug addiction. 

without elaboration. 

Other sources said many of 
the Gazans left m Kuwait 
have relatives and friends in 
Syria, and Damascus could 
be one of their destinations. 
.But it is not dear yet whether 
Syria would accept them. 

No Jordanian official was 
immediately available for 
comment on the thorny issue 
of Gazans in Kuwait, whidi 
surfaced at the height of the 
expatriate exodus from 
Kuwait and Iraq through Jor- 
dan following the Aug. 2 
Iraqi invasion of the emirate. 

A senior official said at 
that time that Jordan could 
not allow blanket entry to 
“anyone without firm assur- 
ances that be or she will leave 
the Kingdom within a reason- 
able period of time." 

Several hundred Gazans 
bolding Egyptian documents 
who obtained special permis- 
sion from Cairo passed 
through Jordan during the 
Gulf crisis v 


Jordanian artist depicts Palestinian heritage 


- By Malta Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN r- The! Alia Art 
Gallery near, the first circle is 
currently displaying art works 
. "of the Jordanian artist Maher 
AI . Shuaib& in its exhibition 

m - s -' 

The paintings displayed are 
entirely made of porter colours 
on- paper and have Palestine- 
related subjects,- with figures 
-wearing the traditional embroi- 
dered (bosses dominating the 
M l Of th e exhibition. 

Accordmg to the artist, he 
chose these , subjects because 
fh^ exhibitiba" is in com- 
memoration tit the day of the 
. Palestinian heritage, which was 
held on July 1, the same day 
tbe exhibitson was opened. 

- ./‘Palestinian embroidery 
seethed to be the most 
: appropriate to. paint for tins 
AI Slmaibi 

said./ 

give any attention, to foe ex- 


pressions and 1 emphasise the 
patterns on the dresses,” he 
said pointing to one work 
where only a woman's figure 
was drawn, with the head ab- 
sent from the frame. The dress 
embroidery is painted with in- 
tricate detail using the zinc 
etching technique on paper.' 

A certain design is etched on 
a zinc sheet, using adds, and 
then the etched design is 
printed on paper of varying 
thickness depending on the 

type of the imprint desired ^ 

But Mr. AI Sbuaibfs paiht- 
ings also care, to represent ex- 


In one painting, the express- 
ion of a young boy is unfewgett- 
able with its depth and amount . 
of feeling it carries. The boy, 
who ix close to tears, has a 
very sad- expression as he leans, 
against a fence of barbed wire 
and gives no -signs of befog 
bothered t>y the barbs physical- 
ly. His pain is both mental and 
emotional. 


In another of his works, a 
child is standing while all that 
is behind him has been de- 
voured by fire. The child seems 
to be in shock and it is as 
though he is considering going 
back and throwing himself into 
the flames as all that he cares 
for has burned to cinders. 

• In yet another of the paint- 
ings, a man is lighting a 
cigarette using a glowing piece 
of coal. There is an expression 
of indifference as be holds the 
piece of coal in a pair of 
tongues. Using coal seems to 
be a natural thing with the 
man. 

Also part of the exhibition 
are poster-tike pieces that car- 
ry a message about Palestine. 
The common factor in all. 
these “posters" is that they are 
painted with optimistic, bright 
colours that are reflective of 
hope. 

The exhibition will last until 
July 8. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday receives the wife of the visiting 
Chinese Prime Minister, Mrs. Zhu Lin (Petra photo) 

Queen receives wives 
of Chinese delegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Saturday received at 
AI Ma'wa Palace Mrs. Zhu Lin. 
wife of the Chinese prime minis- 
ter and Mrs. Zhou Hanqiong, 
wife of the Chinese foreign minis- 
ter, currently on a visit to Jordan. 
Her Majesty discussed with the 
Chinese delegation various 
venues of cooperation between 
the concerned bodies in China 
and the Noor AI Hussein Found- 
ation (NHF) as means to promote 
bilateral relations between the 
two countries. 

The discussions focused on 
ways the NHF can benefit from the 
expertise and technical means 
that the concerned authorities in 
China can offer, such as Chinese- 
made musical instruments for the 
National Music Conservatory, 
special packaging machines for 
the production of honey and jam 
packages currently being pro- 


duced by the Women and De- 
velopment Project in Jordan, for 
use in hotels and air fliehts. 

The NHF Puppet Theatre is to 
benefit from the highly- reputed 
Chinese puppet theatre through 
direct interaction with Chinese 
experts and by means of guide 
books and various illustration 
methods. 

Queen Noor also discussed 
with the Chinese guests ways in 
which China can help in the 
execution of a small-scale textile 
mill, which is to be established 
under the auspices of the Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre, an 
affliate of NHF. 

Attending the meeting were 
the wives of the Jordanian prime 
minister and minister of foreign 
affairs, the wife of the Chinese 
ambassador to Jordan and the 
wife of Jordan's ambassador to 
China. 


Seminar tackles 
agricultural policies 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment plans to give momentum to 
the agricultural sector in Jordan 
and to deal with the points of 
weakness and gaps by creating a 
proper and convenient climate 
for farmers, consumers and inves- 
tors, Minister of Agriculture Sub- 
hi AI Qasem said Saturday. 

“The government intends to 
stimulate the role of agriculture 
in the national economy and raise 
the standard of agricultural pro- 
duction," said the minister in the 
opening address of a seminar on 
agricultural policies in Jordan. 

The seminar is one in a series 
of meetings in preparation for a 
general agricultural conference 
due ro be held in Amman in 
September. 

Three working papers pre- 
pared by Jordanian agricultural 
experts were reviewed at the 
seminar attended by representa- 
tives of the private and public 
sectors. 

The first paper, prepared by 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King visits Armed Forces General Command 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein, the supreme 
commander of the- Jordanian Armed Forces, visited Saturday the 
Armed Forces General Command where be was received by 
Chief of Staff General Fathi Aba Taieb, his assistants and the 
inspector general. King Hussein had a meeting with Gen. Abu 
Taieb and discussed issues of concern to the Jordanian Armed 
Forces. Part of the meeting was attended by the chief of staffs 
assistants and the inspector general. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


An exJtihKian of paintings and scu^rtures by Sbowqi Sboukim, 
Mohammad AI Jakns and Rifqf AI Razzaz at Abdul Haromi 
Shaman Foundation 10 ajn. — 5 p.m. 

* Exhibition of pAtafos by Maher AI Shnaibi at Alia Art 
GaBery, Insurance BnUfifog, 1st Circle. 
it Ceramics exhibition by Margaret Tadnw aid Ngjwa Anush at 
the Spanish Cntntrai Centre. 

Embroidery exhibition at Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 
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Two new border posts to be built 


to facilitate passage for travellers 


Ministries 
promote t< 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
tries of pubiic works and. housing 
and tourism -and antiquities are 
cooperating in providing facilities 
that can contribute towards the 
development of the tourism in- 
dustry in Jordan. 

Matters related to the opening 
of roads, resthouses and the 
Syrian-Jordanian and Iraqi- 
Jordanian border posts were dis- 
cussed at a meeting between 
Minister of Public Works Saad 
Hayel Esrour and Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Karim A! Kabar- 
iti. 

The meeting, which was 
attended by senior aides on both 
sides, discussed facilities that 
should be made available, like 
roads and installations at the bor- 


together t 

i industry 


der posts. 

The Ministry of Public Works 
is setting up a new border post at 
Turbeel, near the Iraqi border, 
and has already awarded a con- 
tract to a local firm to set up the 
Jaber border post near the Syrian 
border. 

The two ministers said their 
departments would seek to en- 
sure further convenience to 
travellers and tourists through, 
these two vital projects where 
passenger lounges, parking lots 
and other basic utilities will be 
provided. 

The minister of Public Works 
said that work would be speeded 
up on (he Iraqi-Jordanian border 
post so that ir can be completed in 
60 days, as called for under the 


terms of the contract. The total 
cost of the new border post at 
Turbeel is estimated at JD 2.5 
million. 

The Ministry of Public Works 
last month awarded a contract 
worth JD 8 million to a local firm 
for the construction of the new 
border post near the Syrian bor- 
der. Work on the project is ex- 
pected ro last 1.000 days. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, the two ministers 
examined the prospect of increas- 
ing the number of resthouses 
along the highways in Jordan and 
of boosting Civil Defence De- 
partment (CDD) services to pro- 
vide first aid for the benefit of all 
travellers and tourists visiting the 
country. 




AMMAN (Pewa) — ■ By strictly 
controlling the way government 
funds are being handled, the Cen- 
tral Audit Bureau has succeeded 
in saving JD 1.247, 501 in the first 
five months of 1991. according to 
the bureau's Director Hashem 
AI Dabbas. 

The bureau maintains perma- 
nent auditors at various govern- 
ment departments and institu- 
tions in order to control govern- 
ment spending and to ensure that 
these departments abide by reg- 
ulations issued by the Ministry of 
Finance and the Budget Depart- 
ment. Dr. Dabbas said in a state- 
ment Friday. 

He said that his team of offi- 


cials was authorised to stop any 
procedure involving spending of 
government funds if they were 
not included in the fiscal budget 
for the year. 

“Control covers purchases of 
various items for the departments, 
disbursements of any money and 
the proper spending of funds in 
accordance with the budget that 
was approved by the government 
and the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment,” Dr. Dabbas said. 

He said that control also co- 
vered spending on various de- 
velopment projects which are 
being implemented by govern- 
ment institutions as approved by 


the government's budget. 

“The auditors and other offi- 
cials at -the Central Audit Bureau 
receive regular financial reports 
from various institutions to keep 
track of their financial situation.” 
Dr. Dabbas added. 

He said that the savings came 
from fines Imposed on contrac- 
tors failing to meet the projects 
deadline or to less spending due 
to original wrong assessments of 
required sums. 

Dr. Dabbas said the savings 
were due to strict vigilance and 
close follow up of financial spend- 
ing on the part of the bureau’s 
staff. 


Cerebral Palsy Foundation 
presents programme of actio 


Ministry of Agriculture Secretary 
General Sami AI Sunnaa, dealt 
with agricultural development — 
objectives and constraints. 

The paper covered such ques- 
tions as agricultural resources, 
the role of agriculture in the 
national economy and its role in 
providing food for the inhabi- 
tants together with obstacles that 
impede production. 

The second paper, by Rima 
Hunetdi, dealt with agricultural 
development i- and the external 
effects on the national agricultu- 
ral sector in the second half of the 
1980s. The paper reviewed ex- 
ports and the decline in prices of 
agricultural products. 

The third paper, by Dr. Safwan 
Touqan and Dr. Nader Marian, 
tackled the subject of demand 
and supply of agricultural pro- 
ducts by the year 2000. The paper 
dealt with local demand of food 
supplies, the gap between food 
production and consumption and 
predictions for the coming years. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation (CPF) has just 
announced its programme for this 
year, to be held under the patron- 
age of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Al Hussein, the foundation's 
honorary president and said that 
the programme, was designed to 
give impetus to the foundation's 
drive to raise funds for the treat- 
ment of the growing number of 
cerebral palsy cases in the King- 
dom. 

CPF President Fakhri Bilbeisi 
said in a statement that the prog- 
ramme, which would be im- 
plemented in October, entails the 
following: 

— Cultural and informational 
activities that include the dis- 
tribution of leaflets and posters 
on cerebral palsy and means of 
handling cerebral palsy cases 
among children. 

— A fund-raising campaign using 
closed boxes which will be carried 


in various regions of the Kingdom 
by students from government and 
private schools, community col- 
leges and universities. Individual 
citizens and organisations will be 
requested to make contributions 
to help the CPF carry out its 
humanitarian programme. 

— Organising a charity march on 
Friday, October 4, 1991, starting 
from the foundation offices and 
ending at Kan Zaman restaurant, 
south east of here. 

— the CPF annually organises 
such activities designed to help 
raise funds for the treatment of 
children with cerebral palsy con- 
ditions. 

Official statistics in Jordan 
show that the country has at least 
10,000 cerebral palsy cases but, 
according to Mr. Bilbeisi, the 
CPFs five centres in the country 
have been providing assistance to 
only 5,500 of them. 


“The CPF, established in 1977, 
has succeeded so for to open five 
centres in Amman. Zarqa, Ibrid, 
Aqaba and Salt. The centres pro- 
vide advice and information to 
families who have cerebral palsy 
cases and therapy and treatment 
without any charge,” Mr. Bilbeisi 
said. 

“The younger the child is sent 
to the centre for therapy, the 
greater his or her chances are for 
complete cure," he said. 

According to a PCF leaflet, 
palsy is related to the inability of 
a child to use his muscles proper- 
ly, so bis mobility js impeded, and 
cerebral means that the cause is 
. the affected brain (central ner- 
vous system). 

Injuiy can happen during pre- 
gnancy, at delivery or after birth, 
especially during the critical post- 
natal month, the leaflet men- 
tions. 


West Bank tawjibi exams suspended 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Education has suspended the 
tawjihi examination session in the 
occupied West Bank schools and 
said that the English language 
examination, and all those that 
came after it, will be considered 
null and void. 

The decision was taken in view 
of reports from the occupied ter- 
ritories to the effect thatjthe 


examination session was not pro- 
ceeding as planned, according to 
a statement issued by the ministry 
here Saturday. 

The decision to stop the ex- 
amination session, it said, was 
made in coordination with the 
concerned Palestinian authorities 
and announced by Minister of 
Education Eid "Dahiyat. 


The statement said, however, 
that the examination could be 
resumed once a suitable educa- 
tional dimate has been ensured 
so as to guarantee a sound course 
of examination. 

The tawjihi examination for 
Jordan was held last month and, 
according to ministry sources, the 
results will be out by the end of 
July. 
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1- The Doors. 

2- The hardway. 

3- Run. 

4- Sometimes they comeback. 

5- Night of the Hunter. 

6- Fever. 

7- Haunted. 

8- Nothing bat trouble. 

9- Don’t tell her lam here. 

10- Hudson Hawk. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fafed A 1 Fanek^ 


THE VISIT of Chinese Prune Minister Li Peng to Jordan 
signifies the Asian giant’s interest in assuming a leading role 
in the affairs of the Middle East in particular and Third 
World affairs in general. Despite Western rhetoric about 
China ’s political and human rights record, the Chinese have 
always defended and championed Third World causes. At 
the U.N. General Assembly and in the Security Council, 
China has always led Third World struggle against super- 
power hegemony, against trade imbalances and Western 
exploitation of the South’s resources. China itself has 
embarked on socio-political and economic process of reform 
that resulted in improvements in its trade balance. It has 
freed its economy and started to experiment with political 
reform. The Chinese have also contributed towards world’s 
stability and peace. During the Gulf crisis the Chinese 
government stood for the defence of international legitima- 
cy, but abstained from voting for the use of force to force 
Iraq out of Kuwait and instead pursued an active diplomacy 
riming at averting the war. While the West supplies' its 
friends with all sorts of weapon systems, it criticises China 
for selling arms to its friends. If other countries, especially 
the Europeans, should cower under U.S. pressure to refrain 
from supplying Middle Eastern countries with arms — 
while Israel is bong stuffed with American weapons — the 
Arab friends of China expect it to continue to supply them 
with their defensive needs of weaponry. 

As Cor as the Arabs are concerned, China is a great friend 
with an impressive record in support of Arab causes, 
especially the Palestine issue. They are potential fair trade 
pa r tn er s and represent a huge market. At the moment in 
history, when the West, especially the U.S., tries to impose 
its wiB mod “new order” on world nations, China's 
principled stand should be appreciated and encouraged. 
With the demise of the Soviet-led Eastern bloc, the Third 
World has only China to defend its interests. 

In Jordan we are proud to be friends of such a great 
nation. 

His Majesty King Hussein sad yesterday he hoped that 
China’s role should be concentrated on defending the 
“principles and values... and issues with the same stan- 
dard... for a better future for humanity.” This is what we in 
Jordan hope that all superpowers and leading nations 
should be doing, playing a fair game with the nation's of the 
South. And since China Itself is leading the march of Third 
World development and struggle for better life and a better 
future for mankind, we look forward for increased coopera- 
tion and coordination with our Chinese friends. 



^RABBC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra'i daily commented on a statement by the Belgian foreign 
minister in whicb he stated that Israel was responsible for the 
delay in reaching a settlement to the Middle East problem, and 
called on the international community to give impetus to new 
initiatives for peace. The paper said that the statement reflects the 
European Community's impatience with Israel which has been 
committing inhuman practices and procrastinating and stalling 
regarding the peace process. But the paper said expression of 
impatience can by no means give any life to the peace process and 
such statements can do nothing to force Israel to give up occupied 
land. What can really matter and persuade the Israelis to 
re-examine their position is a solid European stand and a clearcut 
statement from the community that further delays by Israel in the 
Middle East question can adversely affect Israel's relations with 
Europe, noted the paper. No one can deny that Europe's role in 
the peace-making process is essential, and therefore the Euro- 
peans should rake action now to deter further Israeli atrocities 
and put an end to occupation of Arab lands, the paper continued. 
It said that the Belgian foreign minister's statement should be 
followed by a practical step in the right direction, a step which 
would force Israel to recognise U.N. Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338 and accept the implementation of the international 
legitimacy. 

AI Dortour commented on the situation in the south of Lebanon 
between the Lebanese government and the PLO and said that the 
agreement rules out any Palestinian resistance to Israel's presence 
in the south. But at the same time this agreement, the paper 
noted, has removed any excuse for Israel to remain in the region 
because the Lebanese legitimate rule is now spreading there. The . 
paper said that Israel had found an excuse of staying in Lebanon 
in the past decade, and refused to implement U.N. Security 
Council R e-sol uti son 425. ordering it to give up the occupied 
territory. Now that excuse no more exists there can be no reason 
for Israel to keep its troops or ignore U .N . resolutions. Should 
Israel maintain a presence in southern Lebanon it would give 
evidence to its expansionist aims designed to steal water and other 
natural wealth in the southern region of Lebanon and expand its 
northern troders. the paper noted. The Lebanese government 
has lately stated that Europe and America have both given 
assurance that they would put pressure on Israel to implement 
Resolution 425: and it remains to be seen whether ibis will ever 
materialise. 


Negative, positive indicators of economy 


JORDAN since die eruption of the Gulf crisis in August 1990, has 
no development plan, nor an economic adjustment programme. 
The International Monetary Fund’s delegation that visited last 
May was here for the usual annual consultation with member 
states. However, die IMF experts are reportedly scheduled to call 
again next September, to assist Jordanian planners in formulating 
a new economic adjustment progr am me. It is expected that the 
new programme wfll extend over seven years, 1992-1998. This 
long period has been dictated by the IMF prediction that the 
balance of services may not show in the medium-term future the 
usual surpluses of the past, because export of services will take 
longer to recover, if at all. 

The new government, like the previous one, is not overly eager 
to go back to adjustment policies and measures. The creditors, on 
the other hand, started to realise that instead of squeezing Jordan 
for servicing its debts, relief should be considered more seriously, 
provided of coarse that Jordan takes all necessary steps to reform 
its economy. 


THE cost of living index during May 1991 stood at 166.7 against 
153.9 during the same month of 1990. (1986 = 100). Thus, the 
rate of consumer inflation during the past twelve months was in the 
order of 8.3 per cent, the lowest annual inflation rate registered 


since 1968, according to figures compiled by the Department of 
Statistics. 

The success in bringing inflation under control, after reaching 
26 per cent in 1989, and 16 per cent in 1990, is one of the most 
remarkable achievements of the government financial and monet- 
ary policies. No one thought that relative stability of the exchange 
rate and domestic prices could be recovered so soon. 


THE Jordanian balance of payments for 1990 is expected to post a 
surplus of $342 million if calculated on cash basts. That was the 
net improvement in the foreign reserves of the banking system in 
gold and foreign exchange. However, taking into account foreign 
debt service, whether paid or suspended, the bottom fate m foe 
balance of payments will be reversed into a deficit of $636 million, 
a fact that reflects the crucial effect of debt service. 

The cur rent account in the balance of payments showed a 
deficit of $707 million, but ignoring capita&sed interest and 
interest which became due but was not paid. 

The balance of payment m 1990 was rather healthy due to three 
factors: Iraqi oil, foreign aid, and partial suspension of debt 
service, fait will those force factors continue to operate in 1992 
and beyond? 

<4) 

JORDAN’S outstanding foreign debt is currently in the neigh- 


Shouldn't one do 
what one preaches? 


By Mariam M. Shah in 

NOW that foe ceasefire be- 
tween Iraq and the United 
States once again hangs in foe 
balance, many people wonder 
how and if Baghdad will con- 
tinue to dodge attempts to 
draw it into another round of 
fighting or to at least give 
America a pretext to launch 
some more surgical strikes. 

What is amazing about foe 
post-war tactics of foe U.S. 
and the so called international 
allies that they have as a legal 
back-up team, is how super- 
ficially and hypocritically they 
deal with every subject they 
introduce as a bargaining chip 
with the government in 
Baghdad. 

Let’s start with foe Kurds. 
The Kurdish issue has never 
been broached by neither of 
foe superpowers nor by the 
British government. Not only 
were it the allies of tha 1945 
“victory" who were responsi- 
ble for the original division of 
foe areas inhabited by the Kur- 
dish tribes (which actually took 
place in foe twenties) but they 
also offered no compensation 
whatsoever to the people 
whose national tragedy they 
created. 

On the contrary, the U.S. 
and the U.K. governments 
have consistently supported 
the very regimes in Iran. Iraq 
and Turkey that brutally 
oppressed any thought of self- 
determination. autonomy or 


even cultural independence 
amongst the Kurds. 

Only on occasion, and for no 
doubt strategic interests, did 
the U.S.. under foe leadership 
of President Richard Nixon in 
1973. support the Kurds in 
northern Iraq against the gov- 
ernment in Baghdad only to 
drop them like hot potatoes 
when it became inconvenient. 
Iraq, of course, was only one 
of three countries in which 
large numbers of Kurds were 
living. Iran and Turkey have 
never really been reprimanded 
for their barbarian way of deal- 
ing with their minority popula- 
tions, which included Kurds. 

To make a long story short, 
it can be noticed that even 
among academicians and so- 
called intellectuals and jour- 
nalists there has been very 
little and certainly no serious 
discussion of the Kurdish 
issue. As such only foe rather 
(united issue of “what hap- 
pened in northern Iraq” and 
foe dying Kurdish babies and 
the starving Kurdish women 
have been addressed to ham- 
mer away at foe regime in 
Baghdad even more and may 
be justify some more interven- 
tion or surgical strikes. 

But foe real problem is that 
foe root causes for dying Kur- 
dish babies and starving 
mothers has not and is not likely 
to be addressed. The fact that 
in Kurdistan, as in many other 
places in foe world, babies 
have been dying and mothers 


starving is because the great 
leaders of Western civilisation 
made totally Machiavelian 
plans to utilise natural re- 
sources to the outmost and 
most selfishly at that. 

The West or others should 
not blame totalitarian leaders 
and peoples who know nothing 
but feudal ways for foe suffer- 
ing of the Kurds or other (fisia- 
berited peoples, but those who 
arm and support the totalita- 
rian leaders. The public in the 
West cannot agree to pay taxes 
that go to support demagogues 
and arms and drug dealers as 
well as racist governments and 
expect human rights to be re- 
spected. Only to then act 
shocked out of their innocence 
when massacre after massacre 
occurs. • 

Now that foe Kurdish issue 
is addressed, the Shiite issue 
and the chemiaal-nudear and 
atomic weapons issues must 
ultimately follow. 

The West Mocked any lifting 
of U.N. sanctions on Iraq the 
last time they sat at the confer- 
ence table, claiming the Shiites 
were about to be massacred 
from the land and air. The 
sources of foe information, as 
expected, came not from inside 
Iraq but from Iraqi Shiite 
opposition leader Ayatollah AJ 
Hakim, who is based in Iran. 
Investigative teams from the 
U.N. and various other “peace 
loving” non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) could 
not confirm the claims. But for 
those hoping that sanctions 




would be lifted all was over. 

Unlike the Allied-Kurdish 
relationship, foe Allied-Shiite 
relationship was more evident- 
ly one of absolute opportun- 
ism. The Allies bad given foe 
Iraqi army an open space to 
have a go at foe Islamic rebels 
that Saudis and Americans 
alike disdain for their ideology, 
which is likely to disrupt the 
strategic interests of foe allies. 

Now foe latest condemna- 
tion of Baghdad has come ab- 
out through the issue of not 
giving up atomic, nuclear or 
chemical weapons caches 
which may or may not exist. 
The very fact that the U-S. was 


West squares to new 
threat of the lone missile 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — The threat of a 
nuclear holocaust, with missiles 
streaking through the skies to 
wipe out millions on two conti- 
nents. has haunted the West for 
decades. 

Now. with the lessons of the 
Gulf war fresh in their minds and 
cold war memories fading, west- 
ern strategists are worried by 
something more insidious — the 
risk that a maverick developing 
country might launch a missile. 

It wouldn't have to be large to 
kill hundreds of people. 

Tipped with a nuclear or che- 
mical warhead, it could wipe our 
a city. 

Such weapons are easy to hide 
and not yet subject to effective 
arms control. 

Missiles launched from the 
Middle East or North Africa 
could hit southern Europe with 
ease. 

“We don't have to face the 
holocaust with the Soviet Union 
any longer.” said one senior 
NATO official. “What we face is 
the prospect of a holocaust in 
miniature, far more unpredict- 
able, far harder to stop. It is one 
of our biggest worries." 

As a result, the world’s major 
industrialised nations are now 
thinking of ways to protect them- 
selves and prevent developing 
countries from getting missile 
technology. 

“We estimate that in 10 years 
time there will be some 15 de- 
veloping countries who will have 
the capabilities to produce ballis- 
tic missiles," U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney said ear- 


lier this year. 

“They will be short and 
interim-range missiles and about 
half of them will have nuclear 
warheads to put on top of them." 

The United States leads the 
field in developing anti-missile 
defences. 

Bui its European allies — after 
watching Iraq launch Soviet- 
made Scud missiles at Israel and 
Saudi Arabia during the Gulf war 
— are showing an increasingly 
keen interest. 

NATO defence ministers, 
meeting in Brussels in May. dis- 
cussed the issue in depth for the 
first time. 

“Our missile defence was al- 
ways planned to defend military 
units and military installations," 
NATO's top commander in 
Europe, U.S. General Johan 
Galvin, said recently. “If we have 
someone who wants to kill cities, 
he are faced by a different pic- 
ture." 

Japan and Israel have also 
shown some initial interest in foe 
latest U.S. plan to develop what 
it calls global protection against 
limited strikes (GPALS). 

As Iraq launched Scuds at 
Israeli cities towards the end of 
January. U.S. President George 
Bush ordered a shift of emphasis 
in the multi-billion dollar “Star 
Wars programme, conceived in 
.the 1980s as a defence against 
Soviet missile attack. 

The result was GPAL5. The key 
part of the programme will focus 
on defences against medium and 
shortcr-range missiles, fired at 
.cities or military installations 
from anywhere in the world. 

“A number of friends and allies 
will be interested particularly in 


the theatre missile defence 
aspects of GPALS because Third 
World ballistic missile prolifera- 
tion is a growing concern to many 
of them.” a senior U.S., official 
said. 

Stephen Hadely. assistant 
secretary of defence for interna- 
tional security policy, told a panel 
of the U.S. Senate that better 
systems were needed despite 
some success in shooting down 
Iraqi Scuds with U.S. Patriot 
missiles. 

The United States has also 
agreed to pay three-quarters of 
the cost of Israel's arrow anti- 
missile programme. 

On the European front, 
France, Italy and Spain are de- 
veloping a new generation of 
missiles, similar to the Patriot, 
which could be used to shoot 
down either aircraft or missiles. 

Hadely said it would also be in 
Moscow's interests to work with 
Washington in countering "this 
mutual threat", since many of the 
developing countries with ballis- 
tic missiles or plans to develop 
them were on the periphery of 
the Soviet Union. 

Those countries include com- 
munist North Korea, suspected of 
pursuing a nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme. Pakistan. India and Iran, 
diplomats say. 

Other countries that worry the 
West are Algeria — also alleged 
to be developing nuclear prog- 
ramme — Libya and Syria. 

Israel is believed to have nuc- 
lear weapons, although it will 
neither confirm nor deny this, 
and has developed medium-range 
ballistic missiles. 

Some rockets available to de- 
veloping countries. like the Scud. 


are old and crude but can still 
penetrate slack defences. Others, 
using more sophisticated technol- 
ogy. can fly hundreds of miles 
and hit targets with pinpoint 
accuracy. 

They are attractive because 
they produce devastating effects 
relatively cheaply, compared with 
the human and financial cost of 
launching a full attack. They arc 
also a potent form of deterrent 
for any country that feels under 
threat in an unstable part of the 
world. 

Beyond establishing a new de- 
fensive shield against such 
weapons, the United States has 
urged other countries to limit the 
spread of technology that could 
help more countries acquire 
them. 

Groupings like the missile tech- 
nology control regime (MTCR). 
which the Soviet Union has said it 
would like to join, or the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty have 
tried for years to stop the rot. 

Britain and France — with the 
United States, among foe world's 
biggest exporters of aims and 
technology — have also spoken 
out against the proliferation of 
missiles. But. even if there is 
fresh political will, progress is 
likely to be slow. 

“You won't get countries like 
Israel or Syria to scrap the 
weapons they already have," said 
one NATO’ official, who asked 
not to be identified. 

"The question is whether we 
can stop technology slipping 
through the net to lots of other 
countries who have ambitions to 
become major regional powers. ■ 
Any of them might turn out to be 
tomorrow's Saddam Hussein." 


bourhood of $8 billion. Tbe principal and 
bevond foe capacity of the economy to cope vnth. Tim situation 
SKa^aSSlsolution winch should be readied annafoly wjh 
Sr when Jordan’s .-debt was selling m the 

secondary maifcetJast March at 30 cents to the dollar, which is the 
marker’s judgment of Jordan’s capacity to pay. 

It is worth noting that principal and interest amotmts, which 
will become doe during the few coming years exceed 100 percent 
of foe commodity export proceeds. They make morefoan 35 per 
cent of the gross domestic product (GDP), as shown m the 
following table in milli ons of dollars. 


Principal 


Interest 


The decline in interest each year is based on the theoretical 
assumption that the principal due in the previous year would be 
paid, and that there was no new borrowing. But such assumptions 
are obviously not realistic. 
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ready to “strike again” at the 
sound of a shot seems not to 
have surprised anyone. While 
most observers of the Middle 
East scene have reason to be- 
lieve that Syria may be the next 
venue for a show of world 
armaments. It now appears 
that Washington has not 
quiet finished with Baghdad. 

Indeed, the condemnations 
of Baghdad for its continued 
possession of the deadly 
weaponry is morally justifi- 
able. Only it would be foe right 
place to suggest that one 
should do what one preaches. 
If one is truly interested in 
ridding the world of the hor- 


rors of modem weaponry and 
chemicals and other technolo- 
gical fixtures, then -one might j 
as well stop producing and 
selling them or at lest apply 
the measure across tbe board 
to include Israel as well. 

The issue is thus not foe 
Kurds, the Shiites, Saddam 
, Hussein's evil weapons or any- 
thing else of tbe sort. The issue 
is just a little straight forward 
honesty and some seme of 
right and wrong. If one wants 
to designate oneself as police- 
man of tbe world, then one 
might as well have some re- 
spect for the law and logic. 


Savvy will win 


By Samir Shafiq 


A MEMBER of parliament 
denounces the appointment of 
Prime Minister Taher Masri 
questioning his family name 
and digging deep into its origin 
because, according to the en- 
lightened parliamentarian, the 
name sounds neither Jordanian 
nor Palestinian. Accordingly, 
foe deputy further describes 
foe masses as being frustrated, 
angry and on the verge of 
exploding over foe new gov- 
ernment headed by what he 
sees 3s an obscure figure. 

With such logic, the honour- 
able gentleman will no doubt 
withhold his vote of confidence 
in foe new government along 
with other colleagues who 
oppose it on other grounds and 
for various reasons. 

Certain deputies appear to 
be upset about a colleague who 
has accepted a ministerial post 
without consulting them or 
obtaining their approval, the 
new minister being a member 
of their own bloc in parlia- 
ment. Yet' others see foe gov- 
ernment as susceptible to 
peace negotiations with Israel 
or un-lslamic or too leftist to 
win their vote. 

Historically speaking, this 
Lower House of parliament 
was freely elected and as such 
it has foe freedom to do what it 
likes. But deputies have to 
remember why they were 
elected to office and what 
prompted their election in the 
first place. Surely, the electo- 
rate did not vote in candidates 
in order to question other col- 
leagues’ birthplaces or changes 
in foe education because the 
candidates promised voters to 


make system or the informa- 
tion policy of tbe Kingdom. 
The voters made their choice 
on the basis of more intelli- 
gent, more important consid- 
erations than the tribal and 
religious sermons that deputies 
deliver from time to time. 

The people in 1989 were 
more concerned about bread 
and butter issues, about rice 
and sugar shortages and prices, 
about foe debt broden of the 
Kingdom and economic cor- 
ruption than they were about 
peace negotiations, govern- 
ment make-ups and ministerial 
portfolios. Jordanians voted in 
mainly those whom they 
thought were foe best repre- 
sentatives to alleviate unem- 
ployment, reduce inflation and, 
raise their incomes and stan- 
dard of living. Logically, it 
follows that any honourable 
member of the House qtwnid 
judge foe government, its head 
and organs, not on foe basis of 
which city and town foey come j 
from or what colour their eye ' 
is, but on foe programme die ! 
new cabinet comes- up with to j 
tackle foe real and serious 
problems that we all face. 

I ? ur are -'intelligent 1 

and politically savvy enough to 

know right from wrong. 
Moreover , Jordanians are 
good enough a people to give 
foe benefit of the doubt to 
whoever is ready and willing to 
serve their country’s interests. 
Rhetoric mid cynical attitudes 
by deputies; power-hungry 
politicians and opportunists 
can only make Jordanians 
more true to’ their bfefiefcand 
principles. ... J. . - 
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y Lihold 4 yery good* talks 


* *|P*“*» .^wu. •: 
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l- ^-^ tMr.VWu, speaking at a press 
| X^^°^ r€l ^v. s23d bis country 
| ^ : ^few»iis the hies of afinalsetrie- 
; '■'.'* ‘.Itteatt 3» as international confer- 
f *y f reid imdcr tf:N-. auspices 

k>a tw ibe five perraa- 

'itfa • ■? -Ueiatt • members of the Security 

d* : *■ *r ’ • • --•- ■■ 

tf* coiradroGhina’s rote, 

i - ■Z'jg.an ifflpoitMit|We'jn contribut- 
•• ? SilhgL; to the fair application of 
rieh i ^i^ujproatwiial legitimacy in dkwdr 


iwng saia mat unna can 
! •= an important role, which 
concentrate on 
_ '/.; “the ; need in ■ upgrade principles, 
yi^Tdeftodiag these .principles and 
^ ^ ' valua ami dcating.wiihall issues 
: in the same measure so that 

j r ’humaxiity would have. a future." 

- Mr; Wb said' that since the 
-^hfiddle East problem has long 
;i -eTuded a solution, it has become 
■ rot ooly a 1 threat -to regkmal 
• .---peace, and security tot also to 
world peace. 

I "This is the longest lasting re- 

*: gfonal conflict since! Work! War 
i H,” Mr.Wu noted. . 

•! China, Mr. 1 Wo said, believes 
' that peace ami security are in- 
s . .separable and that the core of the 
, . _ . Middle East problem is the 
“Palestinian issues.” 

- “We believe that Palestinian 
national rights should be restored 
. - and that the Arab-Israeti conflict 

• should be solved within' the 

; framework of U.N. Resolutions . 

[ 242 and 338," Mr. Wu said. 

» “Israel has to withdraw firorrr 
j Arab territories it occupies and 

i ;• Israel’s security must be pre- 

I ; served, ,, ‘be added. 

; Biit he added that his country 

j . - believes that “only a political 
-solution” is possible and -that 
| China is supportive of aQ efforts 
. to advance & just solution in the 
Middle East.” 

During the meeting between 
j the Jordanian and Chinese sides, 
-.Premier U pointed out that the 
1 new international order is faced 
at present with “a world plagued 
with, the imbalance of forces of 
power.” . 

Mr. Wo, who reported high- 
lights of the meeting, added that 
Mr. Li told the King that the new 
world order should be “fair and 
• - impartial.”-, • 

fr “The new world aider should 

serve the interest of peace and 
order taking intir account die 
••-r diverafied and Afferent social 
. beUdjs. ami religions,” Mr, Wu 
said. 

He added that his country does 
; hot belief that any country 
■ should be perorated jo “impose, 
r on others.”: V' 

i .“The essence of a new interna* 

y Penal order is political soverdgn- 
e ty and non-interference and eco- 
nomic equality and mutnal be- 


nefit;” he added. 

Jordan and China, Mr. Wu 
said, agree that aims control in 
the region should be balanced 
ami c om p r e h ensive. 

“By comprehensive, we mean 
ail countries and all types of 
weapons should be included in 
.tiie arms control efforts. By ba- 
lanced, we mean the arms control 
efforts intbe MiddJc East should 
not aggravate the existing imba- 
lances of forces, let alone create 
new imbalances," he said. 

. . _in answer to a question on 
American criticism of China's 
arms supplies to Pakistan and 
.Syria, Mr. Wu said that of all the 
weapons that are sold to the 
region “China has sold a tiny 
proportion.” 

“We are very responsible in 
arms sales and we abide by our 
own principles in selling 
weapons,” Mr. Wu said. 

He added that his country en- 
sures that the arms supplied to' 
any client country would serve to 
enhance the self-defence capabili- 
ties of that country and would not 
break existing balances of power 
in the world. 

China never uses arms sales to 
interfere in other countries’ inter- 
nal affairs. 

“Those who sell larger quanti- 
ties should exercise self res- 
traint,” Mr. Wu said. 

Bnt be added that his country 
was participating in a meeting of 
the five members of the Security 
Council cm arms control which 
will be held in Paris next month 
and that his country will have a 
“positive approach” to the dis- 
cussions. 

Pressed further on whether 
China considers the U.S.’s in- 
terference as acceptable, Mr. Wu 
said: “We belerve that these de- 
mands should be considered in a 
larger context of the arms race 


Later in the afternoon. Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Nsour met 
with his Chinese counterpart 
Chien Qri-Chen and discussed 
current international efforts to 
reach a comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East and the elimina- 
tion of mass destruction weapons 
from the region. 

During the meeting, the two 
sides stressed the need to apply 
international legitimacy through 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 
and a Iand-for-peace formula. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, reported that the Chinese 
delegation condemned Israel’s 
practices in the occupied Arab 
territories and its refusal to stop 
building settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 

The Chinese premier is ex- 
pected to leave Amman today for 
Iran after be holds another meet- 
ing with Prime Minister Taher 
Masri. 


CB J takes over troubled bank 


(Continued from page I) 

: “AD Indications are that de- 
positors wifl not suffer any fosses 
.since there is enough coverage," 
said Dr.. Fanek. “If there is any 
.'.loss at ail, it .will be negligible,” 
’. he fold the Jordan . Times. 

According to Dr. Fanek, the 
bank’s equity — about JD 9 
minion (JD ■ 5 -million in capital 
and JD 4 mfliion in profits) — is 
intact in addition to assets worth 
about $100 auffion. 

Dr. Maiki, also a newspaper 
columnist, described the situation 
of the bank as safe and sound and 
said “all that one can ask for (in 
terms of assurances over de- 
posits) are in place,” 
r “There is- tittle chance of any 
depositor losing any money,” he 
said. 

- Mr. Bilbeisi of BGCT noted the 
bank was governed by Jordanian 
. banking laws and regulations and 
that' any move' to the contrary, 
"from Luxembourg or any other 
BCCI branch, would not be bind- 
ing on the bank’s . assets and 
operations in the Kingdom. 

Many Jordanian businesses and 


Hrawi urges U.S 

r (Continued from page 1) 

- in cm interview in his ‘Ain AI 
HSweh office, Mr. Wefabeh said 
working, out the logistics for the 
' transfer of weapons would “take 
-time.” • - : - 

; He said , the PLQ weapons 
would be - gathered 'outside the 
; camps for storage somewhere in 
; Lebanon under army supervision. 
Earlier Palestinians had said the 
•weapons would' be moved out of 
• - Lebanon, "and- speculation had 
^centred on -bases in Yemen or 
'-Tmiisia.- . 

■ - ^ One senior Lebanese military 
: sotirce said the army would be 
. “flotible about, the- timing if we 
. feel that thelPJLO is not staffing 
■-■for-tiate/l '-.jV... ■ 

_ &khers camc under automatic 
weapons^fhre shortly before 
da^’and.fifod back with small 
/ant&uiEd anorange grove in the 
no-man’s, kind separating the 
. rosy line from ‘Ain AI HHweh. 
; Tftere v/we noc s saaltiesin the 
TO^mnutcfecfight which security 
^Onri^ fclaHKsl on fundamental- 
ist inititiain£a ; who said they also 
.wnt'to .keep: tbeir weapbns to 
fi^IsraeLV ------ - - 


diplomatic missions in Amman 
rawed tbor accounts from BCCI 
in the last two years when reports 
emerged of the bank’s clandes- 
tine activities on the international 
level. Four BCCI officials 
pleaded guilty to money- 
laundering in a U.S. court last 
year, and the American author- 
ities ordered the bank to termin- 
ate aQ its operations within the 
U.S. 

Reports in the American media 
also said that the bank was used 
as a front for some of the in- 
famous drug cartels of South 
America and was also served as a 
front for dubious transactions in 
violation of international and loc- 
al regulations in several coun- 
tries. 
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Beating a path to the citadel 


By Martin Wooflaoott 


MAN on die move: in flight, in 
fear, in hope. The refugees col- 
umn, the immigration queue, the 
central rail or bus station daily 
pouring its recruits into the city 

— these are images that we thnk 
of as peculiarly characteristic of 
our times. But the globe that we 
know bad been sculpted, into the 
shape that it now has by vast 
migratory movements that began 
long before the fighter bomber, 
the passport, or the train added 
impulsion or impediment to the 
process. 

To speak only of the last 100 
years, it was migration that cre- 
ated, for instance, a populous and 
powerful United States, that 
underpinned the post -war 
national reorganisation of 
Europe, that made Israel, that 
brought into being Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Taiwan. Until re- 
cently, in spite of all the resent- 
ment and disruption that it has 
always brought in its wake, 
migration was seen as a positive 
force in human affairs: indeed the 
modem world could not have 
been made without it. 

Now we are in newly fearful 
mood. The immigrant is a figure 
who seems to portend disaster, 
his departure from his own socie- 
ty speaks of trouble there, bis 
arrival in his new place speaks of 
trouble there as well. Behind 
most discussions of migration to- 
day lies a picture as a world 
divided into a handful of wealth 
zones surrounded by slum hinter- 
lands until even more chaotic 
badlands farther out — city and 
fa vela writ large. The primary 
wealth zones are of course West- 
ern Europe. North America, the 
Gulf and Japan. Lesser ones exist 
in Chinese East Asia (Hong Kong 
and Taiwan), South Africa and 
South East Asia. Hie metaphors 
— - “Fortress Europe,” the 
•“Watch on the Rio Grande” are 
military: the citadels are under 
assault. 

Half a century ago, migration 
would have been mainly seen us a 
beneficial process which bad been 
indispensable in the Westernisa- 
tion of the globe, planting people 
of European stock in the “new” 
continents, and mbving around 
others — black, Indian, Chinese 

— in ways that were morally 
dubious but undoubtedly had 
been useful to imperial econo- 
mic systems. It would also have 
been assumed to be. broadly 
speaking, over: an American ex- 
pert, writing in the thirties, 
deemed that the world's popula- 
tion had ceased to move because 
“most of its inhabitants are where 
they belong.” 

Thirty years ago, ^ by contrast, 
the discussion of migration in the 
West would have been. heavily 
influenced by the general move- 
ment away from Western 
chauvinism. This was the time 
when the immigration policies of 
the United States, Canada and 
Australia were stripped of formal 
racial bias, and when -European 
immigration policies were liberal- 
ised for reasons both moral and 
commercial, even if this was a 
liberalisation that was soon fol- 
lowed by numerical restrictions. 
In those years, too, John Ken- 
neth Galbraith could propose 
emigration as central to the solu- 
tion of the problem of. Third 
World development In. The Na- 
ture Of Mass Poverty, be argued 
that emigration had “solved the 
problem of poverty both for those 
who left and for those remained 
behind” in, for instance, Ireland, 
tiie Scottish Highlands, and 
Sweden, and it could do so again 


*n India and Africa. 

A darker view of the process 
ran alongside. Those who were 
preoccupied until the population 
explosion and those who saw 
migration primarily as an aspect 
of the modem shift from the 
countryside to the cities argued 
that whether or not migrants 
crossed international boundaries 
was not tiie most important issue. 
The movement of people was 
creating a world dominated by 
enormous cities, in turn coagulat- 
ing into city systems or megalo- 
polises. which inevitably tended 
to be divided by race and com- 
munal origin as well as socially by 
new extremes of wealth and 
poverty. Arnold Toynbee spoke 
of the danger that “the whole of 
the world’s additional population 
is going to silt up in urban slums 
of one kind or another” with the 
danger that the consequent cold 
war between rich and poor could 
easly become a “shooting and 
killing war.” 

It is these apocalyptic ideas 
rather than those earlier and 
more sanguine views to which we 
are now prey at this uncertain 
moment in the post cold war era. 
It is typical of current calculations 
in Europe that EC experts are 
working on models suggesting 
that only 10 years from now the 
Arab Mediterranean countries 
will have a surplus population of 
100 million, which will, it is 
assumed, head for the Commun- 
ity. 

Other models suggest that eco- 
nomic failure or political disaster 
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union could produce a westerly 
flood of migrants from the former 
communist bloc. “The Soviet Un- 
ion," one recent private report 
suggested “could be the chief 
source of tiie huge mass economic 
on ethnic refugees who might in 
the near future appear on the 
doorstep of the West.” 

In spite of Europe’s fears the 
numbers involved have been li- 
mited. Only two or three per cent 
of EC residents (depending on 
the estimate of illegals) are recent 
migrants. In the United States, 
migrants were responsible for 
more than a third of national 
population growth in the eighties, 
and the eight million who entered 
the United States in those years 
were the largest number for a 
single decade since 1900-1910. 
These migrant flows are produc- 
ing significant political shifts in 
America, where anxiety about 
Hispanisation is the American 
equivalent to Europe’s worries 
’ about an Arab assault from the 
south and an invasion from the 
east. Nor is the fear of migration 
confined to Western countries. 
The Japanese are in a state of 
advanced neurosis about illegal 
immi gration, which their wealth 
inevitably attracts, but which they 
see as a threat to Japan’s 
“homogenous” culture. Places 
like Hong Kong, a society com- 
posed almost entirety of the chil- 
dren and grandchildren of mig- 
rapts, go into spasm when asked 
to give refuge to Vietnamese, 
many of them of Chinese origin. 

It is hard to say bow dose to 
possible reality these various 
nightmares are. Bht it is obvious 
that migration touches late 20th 
century man in a very vulnerable 
emotional place. It is part, after 
all, of a long process of globalisa- 
tion which has given rise in turn 
to a defence of the individuaJ, of 
the particular, of the communal, 
and of the national a gainst hostile 
forces. The irony is that the same 
techniques of industrial organisa- 
tion, of transportation, of mass 
culture and popular education for 


a time served both the processes 
of nation building and the proces- 
ses of globalisation. Powerful na- 
tions at least were able to elabo- 
rate their national identities (sup- 
pressing regional particularisms 
in the process) while operating in 
addition as centres for globalisa- 
tion. The last and greatest exam- 
ple was the United States. But we 
now understand better than we 
did in the days of simple anti- 
Americanism that “Americanisa- 
tion’' was a process as hostile to 
an earlier land of American 
national identity as it was to the 
identity of other countries. 

The sense that cultural identity 
is at risk is significantly a feeling 
that is shared by both migrant 
communities and host societies, 
and it is the basis for extreme 
attitudes on both sides. The 
appearance of racist political 
parties in Europe has been para- 
lleled by the growth of more 


assertive movements among mig- 
rants, particularly among blacks 
and Muslims. There are similar 
developments elsewhere. The 
moral complexities here are 
great. It is perfectly possible, for 
instance, to view Third World 
migrants as defectors, taking 
skills and talents away from poor 
societies to wealthy ones, and 
they may at some level so view 
themselves. The emotional diffi- 
culties involved in migrants tak- 
ing up radical attitudes in their 
new homes, or attitudes defen- 
sive of their original cutlnre, 
when they themselves put it 
second to economic advantage in 
such a crucial decision about their 
lives, are serious. 

Hie migrant then, even when 
he may also be a refugee from 
war or other trauma and not just 
a seeker after better opportuni- 
ties, seems a threat to at least 
some members of the host society 


because he is a visible sign of 
changes which have not been 
willed or desired. He contributes 
to the sense that things are out of 
human control, and that precious 
values and traditions are being 
eroded. The migrant himself may 
well be subject to very similar 
emotions. He or his family have, 
by moving, strained their own 
cultural allegiance and reaffirm- 
ing it in the new place is both 
difficult and sometimes provoca- 
tive. 

The French constitution of 
1791 affirmed “the liberty of all 
to move about, to remain, or to 
leave” and the notion that global 
freedom of movement is a h uman 
right lingers on. If so, it has been 
a right enjoyed historically only 
by a minority, and that will hardly 
change in the futnre. Nor will it 
ever be a right, however circums- 
cribed, that is not fraught with 
problems for those who move. 


and for those who receive them. 

Migrant and host meet in an 
encounter that is morally tangled 
and ambiguous. The hosts, the 
products themselves of the 19th 
century migrations that created 
the Western cities, meet the 
modern equivalents of their own 
great, or great great grandpa- 
rents, often coming, as they did, 
direct from village and field, in 
this latest chapter in the urbanisa- 
tion of the world. Both sides have 
gained something, and both have 
lost something; both mourn its 
passing, and both seek to retrieve 
it. Neither can claim that right is 
on their side: both are, equally, 
beneficiaries and victims of the 
way our world is changing. And 
both are better off than at least 
some of that majority in the poor 
world who have chosen to stay 
rather than to move, or who have 
never had the choice — The 
Guardian. 


Lebanese discover delights of peace 


By Ziad Talbonk 

Reuter 

BEITEDDINE, Lebanon, — 
S waking off bitter divisions from 
Lebanon’s 16 years of civil war, 
thousands of exdted Christians 
and Muslims are flocking to dis- 
cover each other's territory. 

They belong to the war genera- 
tion — born or brought up during 
the conflict which erupted in 
1975. 

‘ “We are becoming acquainted 
with new Lebanese on our trips,” 
said Nada AI Haj, a 24-year-old 
Christian wbo works in advertis- 
ing. “They differ in accent and 
the way they dress but in the end 
are all Lebanese. 

“I just visited the south and the 
Bekaa (in eastern Lebanon) and 
now I’m visiting the Sbouf — all 
for the first time. Our country is 


beautiful. But the civil war stop- 
ped us knowing it.” 

The government hopes to re- 
surrect Lebanon's attractions for 
tourists from abroad. For the 
moment, however, the Lebanese 
crowd into sites which survived 
the war relatively intact. 

Hundreds of cars and buses 
now wind in long tines past an 
army checkpoint each weekend 
up to the Beiteddine and Moussa 
palaces in the Druze heartland of 
the Shouf mountain region south- 
east of Beirut. 

Many of the youngsters on 
school-organised tours are oh 
their first trips outside their own 
sectarian enclaves, which under 
the rule of private armies split 
Lebanon into a patchwork of 
fiefdoms. 

Civilians who strayed from 
their own areas during the war 


years risked at least being stop- 
ped by gunmen, who at times of 
heightened conflict massacred or 
kidnapped members of the other 
sects. 

But the Lebanese army, helped 
by some of the 40,000 Syrian 
troops in Lebanon, took control 
of much of the country between 
December and May when most of 
the private armies were dis- 
armed. 

“We learned about Beiteddine 
in the history books but never 
had the chance to see it,” said 
Cathrine Rbeiz. 23, who came in 
a 40-car convoy from predomi- 
nantly Christian East Beirut. 

In addition to its architectural 
attractions, Beiteddine is re- 
garded by many as a symbol of 
Lebanese unity and independ- 
ence. 

It was built around 1800 by 


Emir Bashir Shehab II, who ruled 
Mount Lebanon's Christian and 
Druze communities for 46 years 
and established virtual autonomy 
under the Ottoman empire. 

Beiteddine was the presidential 
summer residence unit! the civil 
war, when it was looted. Druze 
leader Walid Jumblatt then refur- 
bished it and turned it into a 
museum. 

Most of its visitors are Christ- 
ians, who were forced out of the 
Shouf iu 1983 during battles be- 
tween the Christian Lebanese 
forces and Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) militias. 

Hundreds of civilians were 
slaughtered in the “mountain 
war” then. But now politics and 
economic interests have for many 
buried the traditional enmity be- 
tween Christians and Druze. 


The Most Fashionable Bathing Suits 

IN TOWN 










Starting 

today 


a.m. V 




SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL 

PETRA CO FOR SUPPLY & INT'L TRADE 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE. 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIQH1 
FORWAROMG, DOOR- to 
OOOI7 SERVICES A NO 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS, 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

pfcfcJEL. 6CM676 604696 ^ 
\ P.O.BOX 7806 


~ Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For fruitier details, please 
. call 

Abdoun Real 


ref. 910805, 010609, 
__Fax: 810520. 







Tbo first ft best 
- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Mat Arman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School- 



, p£Ki-NC Restaur AN f 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m, 

. 6:30-Mkfnighr ' 

Tet 638m 



exclusive gift shop^. 

/ italian shoes, \ 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain,., 
crystalware etc. 

Shmetsani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sbo 30% torpor 

* From mnlorpm- 
bm wet 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Spec&I Chinese Foods 
Stilted Gunese dels 



RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 

00AQ0 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


Australia 

F^i Insurance Services 


All "types Of hsurance : 

•MOTOR •MEDIAL 

•HOUSEHOLD *041100 
•FIRE • TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT •ENGINEERING 

jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax: 612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. d 




CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
>.O.Box 826487 Amman 


The First Class Hotel ih I 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 





Lft 111 ^ tj JlUj I 

The ReyencyPohce Hold " 


LOBEiY LOUNGE 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ENtER^INMENT 


■.'j v/.-, 











Graf wins 3rd Wimbledon title 


WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Steffi Graf defeated Gabriels 
Saba Uni 6-4, 3-6, 8-6 on Saturday 
to win her third Wimbledon sing- 
les title. 

Graf, the top seed, beat the 
second seed from Argentina in 
rwo hours and seven minutes. 

. The match was decided in a 
thrilling third set. 

Graf came out strong in the 
final set. holding serve at 30 and 
then breaking Sabatini in the next 
game for a 2-0 lead. She reached 
bieak point with a backhand 
approach shot and won the game 
when Sabatini dumped a back- 
hand into the net. 

But Sabatini broke back in the 
third game aL IS as she put the 
pressure on Graf, teeing off on 
her second serve and coming into 
the net. On the first break point. 
Graf went for a forehand passing 
shot but the ball hit the top of the 
net and sailed wide. 

Sabatini held serve at 30 in the 
next game to even the third set at 
2-2. 


Graf saved a break point in the 
fifth game with a forehand pas- 
sing shot which Sabatini couldn't 
handle, then won the next two 
points to hold serve for a 3-2 lead. 

The set then went on serve 
until the ninth game when Graf 
double faulted twice and Sabatini 
broke for a 5-4 lead. 

That gave Sabatini the chance 
to serve for the match. But she 
couldn't convert and Graf broke 
back at 15 to even the score again 
at 5.5. 

Sabatini broke back far 6-5, as 
Graf hit an easy forehand volley 
into the net. But again Sabatini 
failed again to serve out the 
match, with Graf pounding a 
forehand winner on break point 
to make it 66. 

Graf won her serve in the next 
game for a 76 Lead, throwing up 
her left arm in triumph and let- 
ting out a scream of delight as she 
drilled a forehand passing shot on 
game point. 

Graf then broke Sabatini in the 
next game to clinch the match. 



PARIS (R) — Financially- 
troubled French clubs Bordeaux, 
Nice and Brest were demoted to 
the second division by soccer 
authorities who decided to ignore 
outstanding legal appeals. 

The National Football League 
(LNF) said it could not hold up 
the start of the soccer season on 
July 20 to await the outcome of 
court cases. 

"This is not a coup. This is a 
decision intended to ensure the 
normal start of the first and 
. second division championships on 
■schedule.” said LNF President 
Jacques Thebault. 

“It won't be possible to orga- 
nise such important sports events 
as the championship if we have to 
constantly depend on court 
appeals.” 

Under French Soccer Federa- 
tion rules, clubs in receivership or 
heavily in debt can be automati- 
cally relegated. 

. But all three clubs have 
appealed to the law courts to 
prevent their expulsion from the 
first division. 


Brest President Francois 
Yvinec angrily denounced the 
LNF ruling as illegal and said the 
club would rather quit the league 
than go down to second division. 

“It may be a tactical decision, 
but it does not conform to rules. 
Brest will not play in the second 
division. We will quit profession- 
al soccer.” he said. 

Debt-ridden Nice and Brest 
were due to have their court 
appeals heard next week. 

Bordeaux, the dominant side in 
French soccer in the 1980s, went 
into official receivership earlier . 
this year but their new board are 
still fighting against demotion. 

France's Supreme Court con- 
firmed in April the legality of the 
French Soccer Federation’s ruling 
that a club going into receivership . 
were automatically relegated. 

To balance the first division, 
relegated Rennes and second di- 
vision Lens, who missed out on 
promotion in the playoffs, will , 
both play in the top flight in the 
coming season. 


Way clear for S. African 
return to world athletics 


LONDON (R) — The world 
athletics governing body cleared 
the way for South Africa to be 
readmitted to international track 
and field in time for next month’s 
World Championships in Tokyo. 

Primo Nebiolo. president of the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF). said in a 
statement the republic had met 
all the demands for its return 
following the scrapping of apar- 
theid. 

-But a final decision on South 
Africa’s readmission cannot be 
taken until a meeting of the 
IAAF council in Tokyo on Aug. 
18, a few days before the World 
Championships. South Africa's 
membership was suspended in 
1976. 

An IAAF delegation, currently 
on a second visit to the republic, 
has brokered the formation of the 
new multi-racial South African 
Amateur Athletics Association 
(SAAAA) and Nebiolo made it 
clear all obstacles to South Afri- 
ca's reinstatement after 15 years 
had been removed. 

“The SAAAA is now in a 
position to ask the IAAF to be 
re-accepted as normal members 
with the other 183 countries 
which constitute the great athle- 
tics family.” his statement said. 

** As soon as this request arrives 
at the IAAF headquarters in 
London it will be taken into 
consideration and brought before 
the IAAF council for examina- 
tion.” it added. 

South African officials are also 
due to report Tuesday to a meet- 


ing of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, where the republic is 
expected to be restored to the 
Olympic movement from which it 
was banished in 1970. 

Nebiolo is due to attend Tues- 
day's Lausanne meeting as presi- 
dent of the Association of Sum- 
mer Olympic International Fed- 
erations. 

The influential IAAF delega- 
tion, headed by Laminc Diack, 
president of the African Amateur 
Athletic Confederation, has de- 
layed its departure from South 
Africa for two days until Sunday 
in order to hold further meetings 
with Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Cbngress (ANC). 

Nebiolo made it dear he was 
already satisfied with the out- 
come of the delegation's talks after 
discussing the situation by tele- 
phone with Diack. 

"They have guided the South 
African athletics representatives 
in the decision-making process 
for di vising a new constitution 
which completely respects the 
rights of each individual athlete 
... devoid of any discriminatory 
barriers,” his statement said. 

In Johannesburg. South Afri- 
can athletics officials formally 
handed over an application for 
membership to the IAAF delega- 
tion and Diack said he was confi- 
dent it would be successful. 

“We are very happy to suc- 
ceeded in our aims and are happy 
to finally have South Africa’s 
application for full membership 
to the LAAF,” he said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

■ '39i rie-uns Se-wn-. me 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

*7 7AKQ65 :K664 *AQJ 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ' Pass l * Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

*7 7AXQ65 •' K654 4AQJ 
The bidding ha*? proceeded: 

South West North East 

.1 7 Pass l * Pass 

2 . Pass 2 * Pass 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*5 TK 7AKQJ987 +A1072 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 
2 7** ** 

r — weak 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

♦K7 7J65 ■ AKI05 *AJ98 
The bidding has proceeded: 


South West 
1 NT Pass 


North East 
3 * Pass 


What do you bid now? 

Q.3- — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A 10954 77 KQ76 6A63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 ♦ Pass 2 '7 Pass 


What do you bid now? 


What do you bid now? 

Q-6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦K97 7J92 vAlO +AKJ52 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 NT Pass 3 * Pass 

9 

WhflL da you bid now? 


On match point at 15-40, Graf hit 
a forehand cross-court return^ 
winner. 

Meanwhile Boris Becker has to 
wear a wig and dark glasses to 
prevent people recognising him in 
public. If Michael Stich gets stop- 
ped in a London street this 
weekend, it will be someone 
asking him directions. 

Two Germans may be contest- 
ing this year's Wimbledon men’s 
final for the first time in history 
Sunday, but Becker's name is 
definitely the only one ringing 
any bells around the world. 

Stich, a shock winner over Ste- 
fan Ed berg in Friday’s semifinal 
even found himself being de- 
scribed as the most anonymous 
finalist in recent Wimbledon his- 
tory. 

He was contested most of his 
matches on the outside courts, far 
away from the TV cameras. Aged 
22, he likes golf because he can 
escape from the rest of the world. 
Not too many people even' know 
how be pronounces his name. 


“If I say-it to you, you still can't 
say it,” he teased the world's 
media after downing Ed berg. For 
non-German speakers, the 
approved version is “schtisch.” 

What the world does now know 
is that he can play a mean game 
of tennis. 

“It’s not good to say every 
German player is in the shadow 
of Boris.” said Stich, who jumped 
from 795 to 269 in the world 
rankings between 1987 and 1988. 

*Tve just beaten the world's 
number one player. I'll have a 
very good chance in the final.” 

Becker confirmed that his com- 
patriot is not the shy, retiring 
type. 

“He's a different kind of guy, 
going a different way. He’s a 
confident man. I don’t think I was 
his big idol when he was young. 

"Michael and myself have been 
quite close over the last 10 days 
for obvious reasons. After his win 
over Stefan, we gave each other 
‘five’ and said ‘let’s make it an 
all-Gennan final.’” 


Italy continues to lead 
in Mediterranean Games 


ATHENS (AP) — Italy Friday 
slowly increased its gold medal 
count and lead in the 11th 
Mediterranean Games, but Tuni- 
sia suffered a setback when one 
of its weightlifters tested positive 
for doping. 

The seventh day of Med 
Games only had five finals in 
diving, cycling, shooting, fencing 
and weightlifting and no games 
records were broken. The sports 
event brings together 3,500 
athletes from 18 countries along 
the Mediterranean rim. They end 
on July 12. 

France came second in the 
medal count while Turkey main- 
tained third place, following two 
more victories in weighlifting.' 
Turkey has dominated the event. 

Italy's gold medals increased to 
31, France's to 29, up one each 
from Thursday. Turkey had 17. 

In -weightlifting, Tunisian 
Taoufik Maouia failed a doping 


test after winning a bronze medal 
in the 56-kg category last Sunday. 
Abdellhamid Slama, Tunisia's 
sports commissioner, said 
Maouia will be banned for life 
from all sports. 

A weightlifter who tests posi- 
vite for banned substances can be 
banned for life by the Interna- 
tional Weightlifting Federation, 
the sport's governing body. His 
country can also be banned for a 
year. 

The Yugoslav Sports delega- 
tion, already suffering from the 
return home of 28 Slovenians, 
announced Friday that its Croa- 
tian athletes would remain in the 
games. 

The announcement came a day 
after the Croatian Sports Federa- 
tion said it was thinking of recall- 
ing about 40 Croatian athletes 
and officials taking part in the 
Med Games. 


Major League Baseball 
expands with 2 more teams 


NEW YORK (AP) -- Denver 
and Miami were officially 
approved as the National 
League's (NL) expansion franch- 
ises in a unanimous vote Friday 
by baseball owners. 

The teams, which will be called 
the Colorado Rockies and either 
the Florida Marlins or South 
Florida Marlins, will join the 
Major Leagues in 1993. Each 
franchise costs $95 million. 

Miami owner H. Wayne 
Huizenga said: '‘It’s a veiy exciting, 
and emotional day for us here in 
the Huizenga family. We’re all 
enthused and excited about it.” 

They will be the first new 
Major League teams since 1977, 
when Seattle and Toronto joined 
the American League (AL). 
They will be the first new NL 
teams since Montreal and San 
Diego in 1969. 

“When we delviered the ex- 
pansion application to the league 


office in September, we probably 
were the longest of all long 
shots,” Rockies Chairman John 
Antonucd said. “But we perse- 
vered. We convinced the expan- 
sion committee and Major 
League Baseball that this city and 
this region would support Major 
League baseball.” 

To gain final approval, each 
city needed nine of 12 votes from 
NL owners and eight of 14 votes 
from AL owners. 

“All of baseball should be as 
excited as I am by the prospect of 
baseball in these two wonderful 
areas,” Baseball Commissioner 
Fay Vincent said in Harwich 
Pon. Mass. 

Sreve Ehrhart. commissioner 
of the World Basketball League, 
will become president of the 
Rockies. Pittsburgh Pirates Presi- 
dent Carl Barger, a close friend 
of Huizenga. is expected to be- 
come president of the Marlins. 



Steffi Graf 


Patrese takes pole 
again in French GP 


MAGNY-COURS. France (R) 
— Riccardo Patrese upstaged 
Ayrton Senna and his own Wil- 
liams team mate Nigel Mansell 
Saturday when he grabbed pole 
position for Sunday's French 
Grand Prix on the new 4.271-km 
Magny-Cours Circuit. 

Patrese, who had struggled 
with a misfiring engine in Friday's 
opening run, improved to one 
minute 14.559 seconds in the final 
session with a fresh power- unit in 
his car. 

The Italian veteran also filled 
the prime grid position in the 
recent Canadian and Mexican 
Grands Prix. It was his sixth pole 
in a record 215 World Cham- 
pionship appearances. 

Alain Prost, driving the new 
Ferrari 643, was second quickest 
with 1:14.789 ahead of world 
champion Senna, who recorded 
1:14.857 in bis McLaren. Mansell 
was fourth fastest in the second 
Williams in 1:14.895. 

Less than half a second sepa- 
rated the leading four drivers at 
the end of a much-quicker session 
in cool conditions and under 
cloudy skies. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger, in 
the second McLaren, was fifth 
best and Frenchman Jean Alesi, 
in the second Ferrari, sixth. 

Patrese, boosted by a fine 


showing from his new Renault 
V10 engine during the free ses- 
sion in the morning, had prob- 
lems on his first quick run but 
managed a blistering lap on his 
second attempt. 

Mansell had set a target time of 
1:15.751 early in the session but 
was eclipsed by Senna's 1:14.959 
on his first run and then by 
Patrese. 

Second time out. Senna made a 
huge effort to improve on Patrese 
and briefly lost control in the 
attempt. Having allowed his car 
to charge wide on the final bend, 
he spun to a halt after crossing 
the time-trap at the start of the 
pi (5 straight. 

The effort gained him 0.002 of 
a second but no change to his grid 
position and he will start the 
72-lap race from the second row 
alongside Mansell, but behind 
Patrese and Prost. 

Patrese was naturally delight- 
ed. He said: “This is a circuit on 
which it is very difficult to find a 
clear lap and I am lucky to have 
found one. My car was perfect 
and I have a really good balance. 

"To be first on the grid is a big 
advantage here. It is going to be 
very difficult to overtake and I 
am just hoping I can make a good 
start.” 


Krabhe, Foster dock year’s 
bests at Austrian meet 


LINZ, Austria (AP) — Ben 
Johnson's best time for 100 
metres since his return from a 
two-year suspension was only 
good enough for sixth place in the 
International Athletics Festival. 

Johnson clocked a 10.31, nine- 
hundredths of a second faster 
than his previous best this season. 
Johnson ran a then-world record 
9.79 at the 1988 Seoul Olympics 
but was stripped of the record 
and his gold medal when he 
tested positive for steroids. 

American Dennis Mitchell won 


in 10.03, easily beating Ray Ste- 
wart of Jamaica, who docked a 
10.18. 

Americans dominated the 
track events. Greg Foster won 
the 110-metre hurdles in 13.12 
seconds, edging countryman Re- 
naldo Nehcmiah by .08 seconds. 
Canadian Mark McCoy was third 
in 13.28. 

Americans Larry Myricks and 
Gordon Laine finished first and 
second in the long jump, with 
Myricks leaping 8.03 metres (26 
feet, 4'/4 inches). 


OROS 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 7, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Highter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
don’t have much of a chance to 
project yourself or your views 
under today difficult and compli- 
cated aspects that include Moon 
Square Jupiter and Mars and the 
oppositions of Pluto * Neptune. 

ARIES: (March 21 co April 19) 
Friends can really be a pain in the 
neck and can make some demands 
that startle you and make you feel 
they are just using so avoid them 
until a better time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Do 
nothing whatever that can take 
From your realisation that you are a 
good citizen and that taking 
chances could put yon in a bad- 
light. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to think over how to get along 
better in any group activity to 
which you have any interest but to 
put conduskms in effect at a later 
time. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Do nothing that could in 
anyway offend a higherup who is 
sensitive to change and who would 
not understand your present urge 
for more activity. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This 
day finds you with some very un- 
fortunate urge to do things that 
could certainly put you behind the 
eight ball so get more data from an 
expert. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your interest in the lighter side 


of life should await performance of 
those duties that are a parr of your 
everyday dealings with other per- 
sons. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever yon have in mind 
that could bring more harmony 
with allies should be very conserva- 
tive and have an dement of risk 
connected with them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This day is one to forget 
yourself in doing for . others and 
make sure you leave no task un- 
done That you have in anyway 
agreed to perform. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) A day to go off on no tangents 
even though you are itching to try 
some new way of enjoying yourself 
but new kicks could make you lose 
your cool. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Any new attitude you 
want to express at your home and 
with your family should sorely 
await a more favourable time be- 
fore starting in your own way. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is your time to mdse 
certain you try to do what -your 
allies want instead of trying' lo put 
your ideas in effect or you fall flat 
on your face. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Money matters keep occupying 
your mind but it is no time to do 
the things that could commit you to 
some extravagance and instead try 
being more economical. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



'Leaving a mess in the bathroom sink is 
neither illegal nor immoral! If you have 
any questions, call my attorney!" 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to foim 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here; 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: BURLY VOCAL MISHAP SEETHE 

Answer Other people's 'forbidden" pleasures gave the 
prude this— MOST OF HERS 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Ai Becker 


ACROSS 
1 Make ready 
5 Devastation 
10 Ski lift 
14 Abnormal 
respiratory 


15 Bell town 
*1 G 1 Othello" name 
17 Other 
:8 Polish cwy 

19 Nile queen tor 
short 

20 Kind at 
staircase 

22 Seeped 
24 Fleeced 

28 Climb over 
27 Fui me lank 

29 Warns 
32 Fourth 

dimension 
35 Pitch 

37 Disastrous 

38 Sharp — tack 

39 Building wing 

40 wee bite 

41 Ballet move 
43 Can to service 

45 Tobacco curing 
oven 

46 Matter 

48 Line of work 
50 Fathers 
52 Baited 
56 Rundown 
buddings 

59 LA-TX border 
river 

60 Jsi — 

81 A snore 

63 ■ — lor All 
Seasons" 

64 Dressing for 
short 

65 A Muse 

66 Battle nature 

67 0rg. 

68 Storehouse 

69 Causncs 

DOWN 

1 Urge 

2 — W. Emerson 

3 Famous cow 

4 List of nobles 

5 Unlucky 


■ aini^H 

ami ana 

'•£■■■■ HMM 

aa^auaHH 
■■a auu 
■■■a_aMBaa 


!■■■ auiS 5555 


C 1991 TXmn, MMa Semen. Hr. 


6 Hubbub 

7 Expansive 

8 Lulus 

9 Shaped kka a 
tepee 

IQ Amused 

n ‘Swan Lake" 
star 

12 Writer James 

13 Cross 

21 Perseghisn 

23 Stockton’s 
state: abbr. 

25 One who 
deceives 

28 Rice dish 

30 Speaker d 
besebafi 

31 Fat mo. 

32 Bugto caff 

33 Saigw i tend 

34 Chief supports 

38 Fafryflke 

42 Priming 

.43 Feared 

44 Goiter's first 
stroke 


yesterday's Pmrie Solved: 


ranmn nnnn 

nnoori n-jnn 

gnnnci nrrjnrc rnnnn 

nnn0 nflnn 0n motrin 

nnruraon nnnnn 

nnD nnnn2 nn OCinFI 
finn'ln! ! n ?![ inn 11 "™’ 

nnnra PJHSE RCinon 
nnnm Rnnnfii 

nnnn rccinire nnnnn 


45 Weirdo 
47 Flub 
49 Meadow 

31 Slander tape 
port 

S3 Engfehman 


54 Maternal, Wn 
55- imprints 

56 Hindu hero 

57 Oh. wool 

58 Cinch , 

« From— Z 
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Sferih^'Pfteod 


ltar 4/f/W 


1.6030 


1.6155 


1.5745 


6. IS 55 


BO 


SterKog Pound 


Japanese Yen 


11^14 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


, 5.93 

6.06 

6.37 

6.75 

17.5? 

11.06 

10.81 

10.56 

8.81 

9.06 

9.25 

9.31 

j 7.87 

7.87 

7.87 

7.81 

9.62 

9.62 

9.62 

9.62 

7.40 . 

7.5 6 

7.40 

7.34 

9.81 

9. 87 

10.06 

10.06 


ttf Me for mimi i 


; l-S. Dtbn IMO.eaOor cqe wtkU. 


5/7, '799? 


issan 

USXVO 2 

JD/Gra 11 

Metal 

USIXOi 

JDiGm 

Gold 

: 370.25 

7.10 

Silver 

4.44 

.10 



Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Belgian F r anc 



Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyad 


1.7800 


1.7900 


.1873 



CAB Jwtan for Amman Financial Marfcot' 


14/6/1991 close 3/7/1991 Close 



Federal Express orders 
25-75 Airbus cargo jets 

MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) — Federal Express Corp, the giant U.S. , 
overnight packagedeUvery service, has ordered up to 75 wide-body 
cargo jets from Europe’s Airbus Industrie consortium. The 
Memphis-based company said it had placed 25 firm orders for Airbus 
Industrie^ A300-600 aircraft, with 25 reconfirmable orders subject to 
cancellation and options for an additional 25 planes. Terms were not 
disclosed, but industry sources, noting that the freighters cost about 
$80 miTfi rm each, said the total order could be worth about S6 billion. 

■The order was the first for Airbus’ A-300 wide-body jet to be built 
in a freighter configuration. Earlier versions have been passenger 
planes converted for use as freighters. Federal Express said the 
planes will be powered by General Electric CF6-80C2 engines. 


Soviet parliament opens 
road to foreign capital 


MOSCOW (R) - The Soviet 
parliament has passed a long- 
awaited law on foreign investment, 
allowing for 100 per cent foreign 
ownership and offering conces- 
sions to increase production of 
energy and other natural re- 
sources. 

“The road to foreign capital is 
open," said the official TASS 
news agency after the law was 
approved by an overwhelming 
majority. 

The legal measures are another 
step forward in President Mikhail 
Gorbachev's perestroika reform 
programme, which has been 
accelerating in the run-up to his 
meeting in London on July 17 
with leaders of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) major industrial na- 
tions. 

Mr. Gorbachev successfully 
lobbied for an invitation to the 
G-7 meeting to present' his case 
for increased Western support for 
reforms that are in danger of 
being derailed by galloping infla- * 
tkm and plunging industrial pro- 
duction. 

Soviet Prime Minister Valentin 
Pavlov told a cabinet meeting 
Thursday that printing presses 
were having trouble keeping pace 
with money supply growth, 
forced to new heights by rising 
prices and corresponding wage 
increases. 

The foreign investment bill opened 
the door to a new kind of over- 
seas involvement in the Soviet 
economy, replacing the dominant 
joint ventures. 

“The creation of enterprises 
with 100 per cent foreign parti- 
cipation is permitted on Soviet 
territory,” TASS said. “In par- 
ticular, concessions to foreign in- 
vestors are envisaged in the pro- 
duction of natural resources." 

The Soviet Union is the world's 
biggest oil producer and has vast 
reserves of natural gas. gold 
diamonds and almost every kina 
of metal. 

“The law grants foreign inves- 


tors the right to expon and im- 
port without licenses and frees 
them from paying customs duties 
on imports and export taxes," it 
said. 

The legislation excludes fore- 
ign ownership of land and res- 
tricts access to property sold by 
the state in tine with a privatisa- 
tion law, approved by parliament 
last week. 

Foreign participation in priva- 
tised enterprises will be control- 
led largely by the state and work- 
ers’ collectives, who were given 
priority in plans to sell up to two 
thirds of state enterprises by 
1995. 

Communist Party conserva- 
tives, who dominate the federal 
parliament, have criticised Mr. 
Gorbachev for selling out to capi- 
talism. But most agree on the 
need to introduce a market econ- 
omy" as the only means of stop- 
ping the economic rot. 

The investment law provides 
foreigners with safeguards against 
any Ganges in legislation, includ- 
ing nationalisation. 

The lack of rouble convertibil- 
ity will still be a major drawback, 
but the law guarantees the right 
to transfer hard currency profits 
abroad, open rouble accounts in 
Soviet banks and buy hard cur- 
rency for roubles in the Soviet 
Union. 

TASS did not say which of the 
Soviet Union’s exchange rates 
would be applied. The country 
has four rates — the official rate, 
a commercial rate, a market rate 
and a tourist rate. 

The official rate is used mainly 
for accounting purposes, the 
commercial rate for most trade 
operations and the market rate, 
determined at a weekly currency ex- 
change, is for a limited number of 
authorised banks and companies. 

The tourist rate, for Soviet 
citizens travelling abroad and 
foreign visitors to the Soviet Un- 
ion. is based on the marker rate. 


Russian parliament takes 
further steps towards 
market economy 


MOSCOW (R) — The Russian 
parliament has decided that Rus- 
sians could own their homes for 
the first time since the 1917 Bol- 
shevik revolution and passed a 
law aimed at attracting foreign 
investment. 

Russians currently rent flats or 
houses from the state, but parlia- 
ment, continuing its drive to- 
wards introducing a market eco- 
nomy in Russia, voted to allow 
them to own homes. Small flats 
will be turned over to people for 
free. 

Soviet news agencies reporting 
on the session, said the parlia- 
ment also for the first time set 
down regulations for foreign in- 
vestment. 

“Legal conditions for foreign 
investment cannot be less favour- 
able that conditions for property 
and investment of legal entities 
and individual citizens of the Rus- 
sian Federation." the law, quoted 
by the Russian Information 


Agency, said. 

Private investment is in. its in- 
fancy in Russia and the new law 
represented a promise of a fair 
deal for. foreigners interested in 
participating in the birth of free 
enterprise in the biggest and rich- 
est Soviet republic. 

Uncertainty about the legal sta- 
tus of foreign investment has 
been a major factor, along with 
political instability, in the reluct- 
ance of foreigners to launch 
large-scale projects in the Soviet 
Union. 

The Russian parliament 
Wednesday adopted privatisation 
laws more sweeping them similar 
legislation approved by the Soviet 
parliament last week. 

The Russian law, the latest 
challenge tQ the economic juris- 
diction of the central govern- 
ment, said the bulk of denational- 
ised state property would be sold 
at auctions and shares in the 
enterprises would go on the free 
market. 


Turkish oil output rises 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s crude oil production rose by almost 50 
percent in the first four months of 1991, reaching 1.54 million tonnes 
against 1.03 million tonnes in the same period last year, according to 
official figures. The country needs around 24 million tonnes of crude 
a year and plans to meet five million tonnes from its own resources. 
Hie State Institute of Statistics (SIS) said Turkey had bought 5.57 
million tonnes of crude in the January-April period, down from 7.11 
million tonnes in the same months of 1990. The fall was largely 
because of the U.N. ban on trade with Iraq, which supplied 60 per 
cent of Turkey's oil before the Gulf crisis. Turkey has agreed to buy 
three million tonnes of crude from Iran this year. It signed an 
agreement with Saudi Arabia last August for $1.16 billion worth of 
crude in Gulf aid. Sandi Arabia will also sell Turkey 8.5 million 
tonnes of crude at spot prices this year, making it the country’s top ofl 
supplier. 
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REVENGE 


BCC1 troubles tarnish Abu Dhabi 


DUBAI (R) -- Abu Dhabi may 
face huge costs to save its reputa- 
tion and prevent depositor panic 
following the shutdown of Bank 
of Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional S.A. (BCCI) amid allega- 
tions of global fraud. Gulf bank- 
ers say. 

Luxembourg-based BCCI, 
which controls about $20 billion 
worldwide, is 77 per cent owned 
by Abu Dhabi interests, mainly 
by the family of Abu Dhabi ruler 
and president of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Sheikh Zaid 
Ben Sultan Al Nahayan. 

The Bank of England led a 
coordinated strike by world 
financial authorities Friday to 
freeze the assets of BCCI and 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
Overseas. 

Gulf bankers saw little impact 
on other regional banks but said 
BCCI's large UAE presence 
through Bank of Commerce and 
Credit Emirates (BCCE) 
threatened to undermine local 
banking confidence and spark a 
ran on the subsidiary’s deposits 
unless the authorities clearly 
stated they would back the bank. 

“We’ve got a serious situation 
developing here where clarifica- 
tion by the central bank and the 
government is required,” said the 


general manager of another UAE 
bank. 

“Are they going to protect 
UAE depositors or not? the pub- 
lic needs to know,” he strewed. 

The UAE news agency WAM 
said Sheikh Zaid left to spend a 
few days in Europe Saturday but 
did not say where he was going. 

One banker said BCCI was 
bolding an emergency meeting. 1 
BCCE sources said most of the 
top management were in Luxem- 
bourg. 

Bank of England (BOE) Gov- 
ernor Robin Leigh-Pemberton 
said the fraud arose from 
attempts by senior executives to 
canceal losses from BCCI’s lend- 
ing and treasury operations. 

Mr. Pierre Jaans, director of 
Luxembourg's monetary insti- 
tute, said BCCI posted a “huge 
operating loss” last year, which 
had not been made public. “By 
next week, it would not have had 
a future either in Luxembourg or 
Britain," he told reporters. 

BCCI holdings controls a maze 
of banks stretching from London 
to New York, Nigeria, and Pana- 
ma. 

In January 1990, four BCCI 
officials were found guilty in the 
United States of laundering drug 
money for former Panamanian 


leader Manuel Noriega. 

Last year, the Abu Dhabi 
shareholders bailed out BCCI 
from losses of up to $1 billion, 
bankers said. 

The bank's 1989 financial re- 
port said the shareholders also 
committed themselves to main- 
taining its capital base, which 
means funding any further losses. 

Abu Dhabi has used its bank- 
ing flagship to handle large 
amounts of the emirate's oil earn- 
ings. 

The UAE central bank said 
Friday it saw no irregularities in 
BCCE operations, but stopped 
short of saying it would back the 
bank, and did not say whether it 
had officially told BCCI to dose. 

BCCI's eight branches around 
the UAE were closed Saturday 
but the 17 BCCE branches were 
open. 

BCCI Bahrain said it would not 
operate after the Muslim 
weekend. BCCI in Oman was not 
immediately contactable. 

The speed of the BOE action 
appeared to have taken the BCCI 
management by surprise. BCCI 
Lebanon manager, Mr. Asa'ad 
Abi Raji, said he was operating 
but added: “I am trying to con- 
tact our bead office in Abu Dhabi 
to find out what is happening.” 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s Fi- 
nance Minister Manmohan Singh 
has said he saw no further de- 
valuation of the rupee after it was 
slashed within three days to 26.05 
from 21 to the dollar. 

Mr. Singb, refusing to call the 
drastic two-stage depreciation a 
devaluation, told a - news confer- 
ence: “Hie exchange rate is now 
at a level where you have my firm 
assurance it can be stabilised, and 
perhaps even go the other way." 

The cuts are widely seen as 
meeting International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) terms for a big loan 
after months of struggling to ser- 
vice $4 billion in short-term debt 
in an unprecedented foreign ex- 
change crisis. 

“A lot of (Indian) exporters 
were keeping money abroad," 
Mr. Singh said when asked how 
India, with foreign exchange to 
cover a few weeks' imports, was 
going to top np reserves pending 
a major new loan. 

“There will qow be a return 
flow of export earnings and capit- 
al that’s gone out of the country,” 
Mr. Singh said. “Also I think that 
those foreign commercial banks 
who have been reluctant to ex- 
tend lines of credit have now got 
the right message." 

India took a SI .8 billion IMF 
loan in January and is negotiating 
for up to S5 billion more. 

Mr. Singh declined to comment 


on newspaper reports that the to foreign investment would be 
IMF might advance up to $500 removed in a country where 
million to tide India over the next businessmen, domestic and fore- 
few weeks. ign, have to negotiate a labyrin- 

Bankers estimate India owes thine bureaucj^cy. 

$70 billion abroad and they ex- “Our capacity to take quick, 
pect further IMF loans to come bard and sensible decisions that 
with stiff conditions. will convince the world that India 

A .. L is in a completely new ball 

° game," Mr. Singh said, 

nk rs. die central bank, the Bankers said attracting foreign 

of Il ? dia Q S BI) ’ investment appeared to be one of 

nr ,h* P !? i? y t'/ 9 S* 1 the reasons behind the devalua- 

nt against the dollar Monday t j ons 

d by 11.3 per cent Wednesday. “They will certainly make fore- 
th similar cuts ag^nst sleri.ng. ■ inv ’ eltnIcn t cheaper, and 
= l*’ a " d . 1 . b ; Deutschmark. t g erefore more iterative, and it 

tn f it , ha< L“K C “ d ,he seems this is one of the reasons 
pee to fall to about 30 rupees to behlnd ^ govemn , e nfs action.” 
: dollar and the two cuts had ^ Qn g 6 
’gested to them it would hap- .. But it ^ have a 5ad effect on 


bankers, the central bank, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 
devalued the rupee by 9.29 per 
cent against the dollar Monday 
and by 11.3 per cent Wednesday, 
with similar cuts against sterling, 
the yen and the Deutschemark. 

Bankers bad expected the 
rupee to fall to about 30 rupees to 
the dollar and the two cuts had 
_ suggested to them it would hap- 
pen soon rather than by the end 
of the year as widely forecast. 

The devaluations took them by 
surprise. The RBI has steadily 
reduced the value of the rupee 
over the past two years, but never 
before so drastically. 

Mr. Singh denied any link be- 
tween the devaluations and IMF 
terms but said: “I have the fullest 
possible assurance from the inter- 
national community that if I do 
the right thing by this country, 
the world won't forget India.” 

He repeated pledges to restruc- 
ture Luba's tightly-controlled eco- 
nomy, including some privatisa- 
tion of state-owned industries. 

He has promised any barriers 


the economy. We will have reces- 
sion and high inflation because 
basic industries dependent on im- 
ported components will face the 
crunch and it will filter down,” he 
said. 

India imposed severe curbs on 
imports earlier this year as it 
fought off default on foreign 
debts. 

Bankers said some of the har- 
dest IMF terms for India to 
accept would be cutting the work- 
force and freezing wages in the 
public sector, where trades un- 
ions are strong. 

The bankers and some politi- 
cians said they feared such ac- 
tions could produce social uprest. 


U.S. unemployment climbs to 7% 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. unemployment rate climbed 
in June to 7.0 per cent, its highest 
level in 4 Vi years, the government 
said Friday, but the report 
showed signs of steadily impro- 
ving economic conditions. 

The average worker put in lon- 
ger hours and manufacturers re- 
ported more overtime worked in 
June, the Labour Department 
said — key factors for better 
productivity needed to pull the 
U.S. economy out of recession. 

“It fits in with the new that we 
have turned the comer and are 
heading upward now,’’ said 
Mr. Michael Rosen, vice presi- 
dent for global trading at Fust 
Interstate Bank. 

The jobless rate was 6.9 per 
cent in May. The last time it 
readied 7.0 per cent was in Octo- 
ber 1986. Unemployment fre- 
quently climbs after a recovery 
has begun because employers de- 
lay rehiring until they regain con- 
fidence in the outlook. 

This pattern was seen in the 
payroll figures, which showed the 
number of jobs in the economy 
fell an unexpected 50,000 in June, 
led by a 59,000 drop in factory 


jobs, especially in the defence 
and transport sectors. 

But economists said the payroll 
figure often is revised sharply and 
when compared with May’s 
strong 119,000 gain, the economy 
on average has added jobs the 
past two months. 

May’s payroll was revised upward 
from a 59,000 gain reported a 
month earlier. 

“The June data point to a 
labour market that has stopped 
deteriorating,” said Ms. Janet Nor- 
wood, commissioner Of the U.S. 
Bureau of Labour Statistics, the 
government agency which tracks 
unemployment. 

“The economy has turned 
around in terms of employment 
and production.” said Mr. John 
Silvia, chief economist at Kemper . 
Financial Services Inc. 

Wall Street economists were 
expecting a 7.0 per cent unem- 
ployment rate and an 11.000 gain 
in payrolls. 

In a separate report pointing to 
a healthier jobs market, the 
Labour Department said new 
claims for unemployment be- . 
nefits, a rough indication of the 
pace of layoffs, fell 8,000 to 


423,000 the week ended June 22. 

Over the past four weeks the 
first-time claims averaged 
425,750 down from 429,750 in the 
prior four-week period. 

A series of reports the past 
week have pointed to an end to 
the recession that began last July. 

New factory orders surged for a 
second month in May. Corporate 
executives said manufacturing 
spurted in June, and the index of 
leading indicators, a broad gauge 
of future economic activity, rose 
strongly in May, the fourth gain 
in as many months. Only a sur- 
prise 3.3. per cent drop in new 
home sales for May maned the 
steady growth outlook. 


An estinmated 10 per cent 
holding in BCCI by the Abu 
Dhabi Investment Authority 
(ADI A) could cause difficulties 
with other Arab banks but Gulf 
bankers expected no major im- 
pact on regional financial markets 
outside the UAE. 

AD LA holds shares in several 
Arab institutions, including the 
two big Bahrain-based interna- 
tional banks: Gulf International 
Bank and Arab Banking 
Coropration. 

BCCE “has no financial prob- 
lems and it will continue to serve 
its valued depositors, customers, 
and clients, " said BCCE Chair- 
man Nahayan Ben Mubarak Al 
Nahayan, who is Sheikh Zaid’s 
cousin. 

A senior source at the bank 
said there had been no run on the 
bank's 5.09 billion dirhams (SI .3 
billion) of customer deposits. 
“We have been surprised,” be 
said. 

In the the UAE share market, 
some BCCE stock holders want- 
ing to get out could find no 
buyers, brokers said. 

BCCI owns 40 per cent of 
BCCE, which has around one 
billion dirhams ($272 million) of 
its depositors money banked with 
BCCI, UAE bankers said. 


Singh sees no further 
Indian rupee devaluation 


BONN (R) — German develop- 
ment aid could be cut next year 
because of budget constraints, 
despite Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s pledge to increase it. 

A spokeswoman for the minis- 
try for economic cooperation said 
that Development Aid Minister 
Carl-Dieter Spranger and Fi- 
nance Minister Theo Waigel had 
differences over the budget for 
1992. 

In January, in his state of the 
nation address, Mr. Kohl said the 
newly unified German state 
would increase development aid. 

But he has already bad to go 
back on his word not to raise 
taxes and, with the government 
bearing the huge costs of unifica- 
tion, less money is available for 
areas such as aid. 

Mr. Waigel said last month he 
would include new plans for 
spending cuts in the 1992 budget, 
the first draft of which he will 
present to the cabinet on July 10. 

He is trying to cut subsidy 
payments, trim spending and nar- 
row die federal deficit to 50 bil- 
lion marks ($28 billion). 

The economic cooperation 
ministry spokeswoman gave, no 
details of the differences be- 
tweeen Mr. Spranger and Mir: 
Waigel. But she said figures in 
the newspaper Die Welt were 
outdated. 

According to Die Welt, Mr. 
Spranger wants a budget of 0.21 
billion marks ($4.56 billion). next 
year but Mr. Waigel wants to 
reduce it from 8.16 billion marks 
($4.53 billion) planned at present 
to 8.06 billion marks ($4.47 bil- 
lion). 

In the 1991 budget, the minis- 
try was allocated 7.96 billion 
marks ($4.31 billion) — 3.6 per 
cent more than in 1990. 

Die Welt said the ministry was 
undertaking “stretching man- 
oeuvres” to make the budget go 
further. 


Yemen initials oil 
production accord 
with British firm 


Star &30. &3Q 


SANNA (R) — Yemen Friday 
initialled an agreement for joint 
oil production with a British com- 
pany and is negotiating with other 
foreign firms for exploratory 
drilhng, an official said Friday. 

Mr. Askar Ali Hussein, vice- 
chairman of the Yemeni General 
Corporation for Oil and Mineral 
Resources, said Clyde Petroleum 
was awarded a concession in one 
of five “promising" sectors in 
Hadnunaut province, about 350 
kilometres east of Sanaa. 

The sector has an area of 6390 
square kilometres and the formal 
agreement will be signed later 


this month, he added in a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Hussein said the corpora- 
tion was negotiating with British, 
German and other companies for 
exploratory drilling in the other 
four sectors. 

Yemen has reached agree- 
ments with American and British 
firms to exploit ofl resources in 
several regions, especially Sheb- 
wah, about 250 kilometres south- 
east of Sanaa. 

Other Western firms are ex- 
ploring for oil in the Al Maseela 
area of Hadramaut province. 


Deluxe furnished flat at Abdoun. 

Please call 688120 


FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms deluxe apartment fully furnished. Jabal Amman 
between 3rd and 4th Circles. 

Please contact tel.: 640069 


AVIS A LA COMMUNAUTE FRANCAISE 

L’Ambassadeur de France et Madame Denis 
BAUGHARD auront le plaisir de recevoir la com- 
munaute francaise & la residence, le dimanche 14 
juillet de 1 8 H 30 & 20 H 30. • 


INDEPENDENT SMALL FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Fully furnished ground floor, with private gate and garden 
in one floor family building. Located in Shmeisani, consists 
of salon, dining room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom and fully 
equipped kitchen. Separated centra! heating, colour TV, 
telephone and car park, area 110M 2 . 

Please call tel: 679319 
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ANC elects new governing 
iody as conference closes 


DURBAN, South Africa (AP) — 
The African National Congress 
began choosing a new policy- 
making body Saturday after solid- 
ly endorsing Nelson Mandela and 
bis negotiations with the white- 
led government. 

Some 2.000 delegates had to 
select from more than 140 
nominees to fill SO seats on the 
national executive committee. 
Another 40 seats are automatically 
taken by ANC regional leaders, 
heads of internal groups such as 
the ANC. Women’s League, and 
the top five leaders in the ANC. 

Voting was expected to last all 
day and results weren't expected 
until early Sunday. In addition to. 
electing leaders, the conference 
was expected to review its policy 
on sanctions and on when to start 
negotiating with the government 
on a constitution ending white- 
minority rule. 

The National Executive Com- 
mittee's makeup should give an 
indication of the power of moder- 
ates vs. militants. A heavy mili- 
tant influence could hamper pros- 
pects for early negotiations, but 
based on Friday's outcome for 
top leadership positions this did 
not seem likely. 


Militants distrust the govern- 
ment and fear negotiations will 
force concessions from the ANC. 

Delegates Friday gave the top 
two posts to Mr. Mandela and 
Waiter Sisulu, two of the ANCTs 
most senior and moderate lead- 
ers. Mr. Mandela was unopposed 
for president. Mr. Sisulu 
trounced militant Harry Gwala 
for election to deputy president. 

Candidates for the National 
Executive Committee included 
Mandela's wife, Winnie Mandela, 
always a controversial figure but 
more so since her conviction in 
May on kidnap and assault 
charges. The fiery Mrs. Mandela 
has a large following among ANC 
youth, but her chances for elec- 
tion diminished Thursday when 
delegates scrapped the idea of 
reserving 15 seats on the commit- 
tee for women. 

Another nominee was Joe Slo- 
vo, head of the Communist Party. 
The ANCs dose ties with the 
Communist Party have disturbed 
government and business leaders, 
and Mr. Mandela has repeatedly 
stressed that while the groups are 
dosely allied, each follows its 
own agenda. 

The ANC conference, the first 


in South Africa in more than 30 
years, has been considered a 
barometre of the group's success 
in transforming itself from an 
outlawed guerrilla group to a 
powerful political party. 

Beset by organisational prob- 
lems, the ANC has seen Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk steal the 
political limelight by carrying 
through on promises to end apar- 
theid. At the same time, it has 
watched as one of its main 
weapons in the anti-apartheid 
fight — sanctions — start to 
crumble. 

Mr. Mandela opened the five- 
day conference Tuesday by com- 
mitting the ANC to resuming 
negotiations with the govern- 
ment. 

The ANC cut off talks with the 
government in May because of 
violence in black townships and 
said it would not resume them 
until it was satisfied the govern- 
ment was doing-everythfrig possi* 
ble to end unrest. 

In a move apparently aimed at 
assuaging the ANC. President De 
Klerk Saturday took the unusual 
step of deploring an attack Thurs- 
day on the family of an ANC 
member attending the Durban 
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conference. Mr. De Klerk in the 
past has conde m ned political vio- 
lence, but in general terms. 

In Friday's voting, delegates 
also elected Labour leader Cyril 
Ramaphosa to the secretary- 
general's post. Ramaphosa, 38. 
has been leader of the largest 
labour unions tht National Union 
of Mineworkers, antT^wrll bring- 
valuable negotiating skills to the 
ANC. 

Jacob Zuma, another moder- 
ate, was elected deputy secretary- 
general, making him the only 
Zulu among the top leaders. 


Shevardnadze: reasonable people Japanese 


quit the Communist party 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev is unlikely to 
quit the Communist Party, but 
other “reasonable people” will, 
former Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze has said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze was com- 
menting publicly for the first time 
on his resignation from the party, 
which could precipitate a formal 
split between the hardline and 
reformist camps that President 
Gorbachev has been trying to 
hold together. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s drive for uni- 
fy in the country received a boost 
Friday from the Russian Republic 
president, Boris Yeltsin, who 
urged the legislature of his huge 
Russian Federation to find com- 


promises and agree to a new 
union treaty with other republics. 

Mr. Yeltsin called for amend- 
ments to loosen the central gov- 
ernment’s control over taxes and 
foreign trade. But he warned the 
legislature that if Russia rejects 
the treaty, “it will mean a politic- 
al breakdown and destabilisation 
cf the whole political situation in 
the country.” 

Mr. Shevardnadze. 63, quit the 
ruling Communist Party Wednes- 
day. In his resignation letter, he 
refosed to submit to what he 
called a “kangaroo court” inquiry 
into his statements that the coun- 
try needed a strong opposition 
party. 


Mow dashes hopes of early 
end to Liberian conflict 


ABUJA. Nigeria (R) — Repre- 
sentatives of Liberia's mam rebel 
group walked out of a West Afri- 
can meeting, dashing hopes of an 
early end to the 18-montb-okl 
conflict in Africa's oldest inde- 
pendent republic. 

Two members of Charles 
Taylor’s rebel National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPFL) quit the 
summit of the 16-member Econo- 
mic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) Friday after 
being asked to join the Liberian 
delegation led by Interim Presi- 
dent Amos Sawyer. 

The row, in Nigeria's future 
capital Abuja, could endanger 
the results of a peace accord 
reached on June 30 in the Ivorian 
capital Yamoussoukro by Sawyer 
and Taylor. 

Under the agreement, whose 
details remained sketchy, the two 
leaders agreed to cooperate to 
implement plans to hold free 
elections under international su- 
pervision. 

Taylor also reportedly agreed 
to let a West African Peacekeep- 
ing Force, deployed since last 
year m the Liberian capital Mon- 
rovia, to move into two key rebel- 
held areas. 

"It’s less than a week after 
Taylor and Sawyer embraced 
each other, and their men are 
already quarrelling,” said a Nige- 
rian official. 

NPFL delegate John Richard- 
son told reporters that he and his 
colleague walked out because 


they had come to Abuja on the 
basis that they would be recog- 
nised as a separate delegation. 


He has not yet formed such a 
party, although he and other 
leading reformers set up an 
organising committee this week 
and scheduled a conference in 
September to take further steps. 

Other members of the group 
include Gorbachev's senior advis- 
er, Alexander Yakovlev, consi- 
dered the architect of glasnost; 
Moscow Mayor Gavriil Popov; 
and Leningard Mayor Anatoly 
Sobchak. Both Mr. Popov and 
Mr. Sobchak left the party last 
year. 

It also includes two of Gor- 
bachev's former economic advis- 
ers, Nikolai Petrakov and Stanis- 
lav ShataJin- 

Texas 

policeman 

investigated 


^ over beating 

Accord did not imply recognition - 

f&rSS of suspect 


is backed by the Nigerian-led 
West African Peacekeeping 
Force. 

“We don’t recognise Sawyer 
and we would not.” Mr. Richard- 
son said. 

Earlier Weade Wureh. a Libe- 
rian interim government spokes- 
woman, told reporters that the 
NPFL had agreed to be part of a 
single Liberian delegation in 
Abuja and to hold general elec- 
tions as soon as possible. 

“For us in Liberia, this is a 
major breakthrough because it is 
the first step towards reuniting 
the country and reconciling all 
our differences,” Wureh said. 

Another interim government 
delegate later said the NPFL 
walk-out indicated that Taylor 
planned to renege on the 
Yamoussoukro agreement. 

“It shows that Taylor is not 
serious about peace- It will not be 
the first time be has scuttled 
peace plans.” he told Reuters. 

However NPFL Radio Friday 
said die rebels would be forming 
a party to contest elections. 

Radio Gbarnga. in central 
Liberia, called on NPFL fighters 
to lay down their arms and return 
borne after a bush war which left 
thousands of dead and brought 
the country to its knees. 


Cuban parliament postpones 
elections to study reforms 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba’s 
National Assembly, invoking ex- 
ceptional circumstances, ex- 
tended its five-year mandate for a 
further year to give itself more 
time to study improvements to 
the one-patty Communist system. 

The decision meant that elec- 
tions for the more than 450 
assembly seats originally sche- 
duled for the end of this year 
would be put back by 12 months. 
Also extended by one year were 
the two and a half year mandates 
of provincial and municipal 
assemblies. 

These three-tier “assemblies of 
people’s power” are the basis of 
Cuba's one-party political 
system. 

Explaining Friday's decision. 
Assembly President Juan Escalo- 
na said the parliament needed the 
time to consider and execute 
proposed alterations to the laws 
and Socialist constitution. 

“Everything indicates that in 
our next session we will have to 
get to grips with the hard task of 


studying changes to laws and 
even to the constitution and our 
electoral law,” Mr. Escalona told 
the assembly. Cuban President 
Fidel Castro was also present. 

State television seaid the post- 
ponement of assembly elections 
was part of a national reform 
process aimed at “perfecting 
Socialist democracy.” 

Cuba's Communist leadership 
has ruled out any possibility of 
abandoning socialism or the one- 
party system but says it wants to 
make national government more 
democratic and representative of 
the island’s more rtian 10 million 
people. 

The reforms were expected to 
be debated at a congress of 
Cuba's ruling Communist Party 
on Oct. 10. Among those being 
considered was the possibility 
that religious believers could be 
admitted to the party. 

Mr. Escalona told the assembly 
it was up to the nation to “fight, 
resist and win ’ to survive the 
current crisis. 


FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — 
A car theft suspect whose beating 
by a police officer was captured 
on videotape left jail on bond, 
and authorities considered cri- 
minal charges against the officer. 

Officer Edward James Parnell 
m was relieved of duties with pay 
until an investigation of Wednes- 
day's beating is complete. 

“Our posture at this time is 
we're conducting a criminal in- 
vestigation," police chief Thomas 
Windham said. Internal affairs 
officers and the Tarrant County 
district attorney were involved in 
the investigation, he said. 

While it could take several days 
for charges to be filed, chief 
Windham said. “I don't think 
there was any gray area in this 
situation.” 

Officer Parnell had arrested 
Ernest Alvin Anderson on suspi- 
cion of car theft and was driving 
him to a police station when 
Anderson kicked out a rear win- 
dow and tried to jump out on 
Interstate 30. 

Officer Parnell stopped the car, 
removed Mr. Anderson from it 
and was videotaped striking the 
suspect 28 times with a police 
dub. A woman videotaped the 
beating from a home near the 
highway. 

The woman gave the tape to a 
television station, whose broad- 
cast of it was reminiscent of the 
March 3 Los Angeles incident in 
which law officers beat a speeding 
suspect. 

Unlike the beating in Los 
Angeles, which involved a black 
suspect and white police officers, 
both officer Parnell and Mr. 
Anderson are black. The 32- year- 
old officer Parnell has declined to 
give police a statement. 

Mr. Anderson, 21. was treated 
at a hospital for cuts and bruises 
before being jailed. 

He was released from the Tar- 
rant County jail after posting 
$2,500 bond Friday morning. 
Court records list a South Fort 
Worth address as his home, but 
he was not there later in the day. 

However, on Thursday, he told 
KXAS-TV that he had become 
angry in the police car because he 
wanted his handcuffs loosened. 

“I can’t understand why he was 
hitting me. because I couldn't 
straggle,” Mr. Anderson said. 
"He hit me so many times I 
passed out.” 


firm may 
have 
shipped 
weapons 
to I ran 

TOKYO (AP) — Investigators 
looking into the Iran-contra scan- 
dal led Japanese police to suspect 
that a major aviation parts maker 
suspected of illegally exporting 
missile parts also illegally ex- 
po rtc d gyroscopes and 
accelerometres, reports said 
Saturday. 

Police plan to ask for U.S. help 
in investigating Japan Aviation 
Electronics Industry Ltd. (JAEI), 
a major military contractor, the 
Kyodo News Service reported 
Saturday. It said police suspected 
the company of illegally export- 
ing aviation gyroscopes and 
accelerometres worth 700 million 
yen ($5 million) to Iran. 

Several newspapers, in stories 
based on unnamed sources in the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Police De- 
partment, reported a possible 
link between the aims sales inves- 
tigation and investigations into 
the Iran-contra scandal. 

“The unveiling of this case was 
triggered by cooperative inves- 
tigation (between U.S. and 
Japanese authorities) on the Iran- 
contra scandal.” reported the 
i mass-circulation Nihon Keizai 
newspaper. 

| Hie Tokyo Shimbun said U.S. 
j authorities gave Japanese police 
information about Japan Avia- 
tion Electronics that was unco- 
vered in investigating the Iran- j 
contra scandal. j 

A Metropolitan Police Depart- 
ment spokesman said Saturday he 
could not confirm the reports. 

The gyroscopes and 
accelerometres were exported be- 
tween 1983 and 1984 for use in F4 
Phantom fighter jets while Iran 
was fighting in the 1980-1988 
Iran-Iraq war, Nihon Keizai re- 
ported. 


Kidnapped 
Swedes 
escape 
captivity 
in Kashmir 

SRINAGAR, India (AP) — Two 
Swedish engineers kidnapped 
three months ago by Kashmiri 
separatists escaped while their 
captors were sleeping and walked 
25 kilometres to freedom Satur- 
day. 

Police said Johan Jansson and 
Jan -Ole Loman arrived at the 
village of Bijbehara at 5.30 a.m. 
(0000 GMTT) and identified them- 
selves at a police station. 

The village is 40 kilometres 
south of the Kashmiri capital of 
Srinagar. 

The two men, who were later 
brought to the police headquarter 
in Srinagar, talked to an Associ- 
ated Pros correspondent before 
police officials began interrogat- 
ing them. 

Mrr Jansson said their captors 
moved them to at least 45 places 
since they were kidnapped on 
March 31. 

They said they were brought to 
the latest hideout a few days ago 
and were kept in a locked room 
of an isolated house with a few 
guards in another room. They did 
not know where the house was 
located. 

“At about 1.30 a.m. today 
(2000 GMT Friday) when ail 
guards were sleeping, we opened 
the windows and ran away 
through rice fields.” Mr. Jansson 
said. 

He said they walked for 25 
kilometres and reached the Jhe- 
lum River. After scouting 
around, they came to the nearby 
Bijbehara village and found the 
police station. Mr. Jansson said. 

Police had earlier said that the 
two men were released by the 
militants in Bijbehara. 

Both men were dressed like 
natives, in loose shirts and trous- 
ers. and appeared happy and in 
good health. 

“Several times we tried to 
escape but we succeeded this 
time,” Mr. Loman said. 

They said they were well tre- 
| ated by their captors, the Muslim 
, Janbaz (Martyrs) Force, one of 
the several guerrilla groups fight- 
ing for secession of the Muslim- 
dominated Kashmir region from 
the predominantly Hindu India. 

"The food given was very good 
but we are not used to such kind 
of food,” Mr. Loman said, smil- 
ing. 

In New Delhi, the Swedish 
embassy said the two men will 
come to New Delhi later Satur- 
day and then fly onto Sweden. 

The two engineers were work- 
ing on a hydroelectric project in 
Kashmir and were travelling to a 
ski resort near Srinagar when 
they were taken captives. 

In Stockholm, Sweden’s Fore- 
ign Minister Sten Andersson said 
the information “comes as a great 
relief, not least after ail the work 
that has been done in many 
places.” 

“We rejoice with the relatives 
at the hard times being over.” he 
said in a statement. 

The Swedes were the first fore- 
igners to have been involved in 
the Kashmiri separatism, which 
has been alternately simmering 
and flaring up since 1947. 

The armed rebellion escalated 
in January 1990 and in a bid to 
counter a harsh government 
crackdown, the guerrillas began 
targeting government officials 
this year. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Earthquake shakes Los Angeles 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A five-second earthquake rocked Los 
Angeles Friday, shaking tiles off roofs, rattling window and 
sending people into the streets. The tremour was measured by the 
California Institute of Technology at 4.0 on the Richter Scale, 
strong enough to damage buildings. Hie institute originally 
measured it at 3.6 but upgraded it after receiving further data. 
“The walls moved, but it was really kind of a minor shake, police 
Sergeant Willian Dolan said. “It lasted long enough for me to get 
up and walk to the door-," resident Susan MaCcaul said. A week 
ago an earthquake measuring 5.8 killed two people, injured more 
than 100 — mostly with cuts and back sprains — and damaged 
hundreds of bouses. The epicentre was about 55 kilometres 
northwest of Los Angeles. 

Filipino kidnappers free Belgians 

MANILA. Philippines (AP) — Muslim separatists Saturday freed 
two Belgian medical volunteers and a Filipino they kidnapped two 
days ago m the southern Philippines, the military reported. 
Maj.-Gen. Gumerdndo Yap, commander of the military's South- 
ern Command, said in a telephone interview with reporters jn 
Manila that the victims were freed at 4 a.m. (2000 GMT Friday) in 
Pata Island in the Sulu Archipelago, 975 kilometres south of 
Manila. He said Dr. Marc Biot and paramedic Stephen Lanjo, 
both of the Medicins Sans Frontiers international aid group based 
in Belgium, were freed without paying ransom through the 
intercession of local leaders. Their Filipino companion, Fbno 
Manding, was also freed by the kidnappers who were believed to 
be members of a “lost command" of the Muslim separatist Moro 
National Liberation Front. Gen. Yap said. Hie separatists earlier 
had freed three Filipinos in Dr. Biot’s group to deliver a ransom 
note demanding 2 million pesos ($71,430) for the remaining 
hostages' release. Gen. Yap said Dr. Biot's group, aboard a boat, 
was on its way to Pata Island, from nearby Jolo Island, when it 
was waylaid by armed men aboard three other sea craft. Several 
armed groups in the southern Philippines have turned to 
kidnappings of rich Filipinos and foreigners to finance their 
activities. 

France carries out nuclear test 

PARIS (AP) — France conducted its fifth nuclear weapons test of 
the year at its testing site on an atoll in the South Pacific, military 
headquarters have said. Hie energy released by the explosion at 
Muroroa was equal to less than 10.CXX) tonnes of TNT, a relatively 
small blast in comparison with the rest of France's testing 
programme. On May 30. France detonated a device with a force 
of 100 to 130 kilotonnes, which the Defence Ministry said was one 
of the most powerful ever in the testing programme. France has 
announced its tests since Iasi year, when it reversed a 15-year 
period in which it maintained silence and the tests were disclosed 
by New Zealand monitoring stations. France says it needs to 
conduct six to eight tests a year to ensure the effectiveness of its 
independent nuclear force. 

Top honour conferred on Gandhi 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
assassinated seven weeks ago, was honoured Saturday with 
India's highest civilian award. Mr. Gandhi's Italian-born widow, 
Sonia Gandhi, received the Bharat Ratna Award from President 
Ramaswamy Venkata raman at a sombre ceremony in the 
presidential palace. The Bharat Ratna. or jewel of India, is given 
for public service of the highest order and for the advancement of 
art. literature and science. Mr. Gandhi was killed on May 21 at an 
election rally in south India by a suicide bomber who detonated 
explosives strapped to her waist. Gandhi, the bomber and 16 
others were killed in the blast. Investigations have centred on a 
Sri Lankan Tamil guerrilla group. The team charged with 
investigating the assassination have arrested 10 people, including 
five Indian Tamils and five Sri Lankan Tamils. Mr. Gandhi is the 
25th recipient of the 38-year-old award. Among the previous 
recipients are South African leader Nelson Mandela ami Nobel 
laureate Mother Teresa. The honour, which is in the shape of an 
Indian fig tree leaf, is made of bronze with platinum border. Mrs. 
Gandhi, dressed in a black-bordered white mourning sari, was 
accompanied at the ceremony by her 21 -year-old son Rahul and 
19-year-old daughter Priyanka. 

NATO pledges closer ties to Romania 

BUCHAREST (AP) — The first NATO leader to visit Romania 
has pledged that the North Atlantic alliance will strengthen ties 
with Romania. NATO Secretary-General Manfred Woemer’s 
comments could signal a thaw in the West's relations with 
Romania, cool because of doubts about the post-Communist 
authorities commitment to democracy. “We want Romania to be 
helped more and more within the European framework. (So) we 
will intensify our diplomatic relations," Mr. Woemer told a news 
conference at the end of his two-day visit. Mr. Woemer said 
President Ion lliescu accepted an invitation to visit NATO 
headquarters in Brussels early next year. Visits are also expected 
by Defence Minister Nicoiae Spiroiu and Foreign Minister Adrian 
Naastase, he said. Romania, the last Warsaw Pact nation to 
establish ties with NATO, has been criticised for signing a treaty 
with the Soviet Union earlier this year, effectively granting 
Moscow veto power over future Romanian alliances. No other 
former Soviet Bloc country has agreed to such a clause in bilateral 
treaties under negotiation. Mr. Thomas Pickering, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations, also arrived Friday for a 
two-day visit. U.S. officials would not disclose the propose of the 
trip. 
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Amid summer scents, Yugoslavs talk of bloodshed 


GLINA, Yugoslavia (AP) — The 
lazy summer air was heavy with 
flower scents Friday in this Serb- 
populated town in Croatia, but 
under the gaily coloured cafe 
umbrellas, talk was of bloodshed. 

“Here you see only one kind of 
people, angry people,” said Boris 
Martinovic. a balding and 
bearded Serbian lawyer. “We will 
have complete ethnic civil war." 

Glina. 65 kilometres south of 
the Croatian capital of Zagreb, 
typifies the conflict feeing Yugos- 
lavia. Beneath a calm surface, 
people await flames from 
smoldering fires set before they 
were born: 

In a lazy park, Yugoslav army 
soldiers lounge on Soviet-made 
T-72 tanks, nestled among statues 
of old heroes, incongruous 
among the heavy aroma of roses 
and clover. Some joke with 
passers-by. 

But a ranking officer, who 
identified himself only by saying, 
“my name is my name.” double- 
checked to see that an ambulance 
was full of gas. 

“We are afraid,” he said, nod- 
ding toward the bullet-pocked 
remains of a police station 
stormed by Serbs on June 26, 
after Croatia proclaimed inde- 
pendence. Two Croatian police- 
men were killed. 

In the aftermath, three Serbian 
townsfolk were shot dead near a 


monument to 1,564 Serbs killed 
50 years ago in the Orthodox 
Church by Croatians under a 
government sympathetic to the 
Nazis. 

Hie federal army moved in 
afterward, part of a discrete de- 
ployment across regions of 
Croatia inhabited largely by 
Serbs. Most of Gtina's 7.000 in- 
habitants fled last week and only 
1,000 have returned. 

Although much attention is fo- 
cused on Slovenia, to the north, 
many Yugoslavs wony that the 
greatest potential for violence is 
in the heartland between Bel- 
grade and Zagreb, where Serbs 
meet Croats. 

On the surface, life is normal 
among rich meadows and fore- 
sted hills. A fanner riding an 
antique tractor is a relic from the 
past, except for his Batman cap. 
Widows in black drive fat cows to 
market. 

At a bridge north of Glina, A 
Croatian guard was less menacing 
than comical, with handcuffs 
dangling from an outsize flak vest 
and the banana-shaped dip of his 
AK-47 held together with electric 
blue tape. 

But, deep in the trees, motor- 
ists catch glimpses of near wan 
Tanks and ambulances, aging 
militiamen with rifles only slightly 
younger than they are. 

The war so far has been fought 


with symbols, while the guns are 
silent. In Glina, someone blotted 
out the name of Zagreb on a road 
sign. Near Zagreb, tape covers a 
sign for Sisak, a Serb-populated 
town near here. 

Flags are the main symbols. 
Huge Croatian, banners — red, 
blue and white, with a chessboard 
at the centre — fly from roadside 
stores in the breakaway republic. 

In Glina, hastily painted Ser- 
bian standards — 4 Cs on a grid 
— have appeared on walls. 

In a confrontation where no 
side is right or wrong. Martino- 
vic, the Serbian lawyer, gave the 
Serbian point of view, insisting 
that the present was only the 
logical consequence of the past. 

“The (Glina) attack was a 
spontaneous action by Serbs. The 
Croatian flag looks very much 
like the flag from the Nazi time, 
and they didn't like it. Glina is a 
colony of Croatia, and we have to 
free ouiselves,” he said. 

Gojko Loncar. a school- 
teacher. and Carlo Ivancevic, a 
computer programmer, nodded 
assent. 

Croats argue that Serbian 
rights are protected today, what- 
ever happened in the past. They 
point to more recent, events in 
their republic to show their aver- 
sion to a Serbian-dominated 
Yugoslavia. 


British poems 
of 13 centuries 
on database 

LONDON (AP) — The ultimate 
English poetry anthology, con- ■ 
taining every inspired or wretch- 
ed line published by 1,350 poets 
from Anglo-Saxon times to 1900, 
will soon be available. “English 
poetry its entire output over 
1,300 years, will be contained on 
four computer discs or. one 
magnetic tape, 2,400 feet (731 . 
metres) long, for £22,000- 
($35,200). “It may sound expen- 
sive but it will be cheaper than 
trying to acquire nearly 5,000 
volumes.” said Stephen Pocock, 
the senior project editor at pub- 
lishers Chadwyck-Healey Ltd. of 
Cambridge. The discs will be- 
come available between March 
1992 and March 1994. *.Tt is the 
richness of English poetry, its 
long history and its variety, which 
makes our literature so appealing 
to so many people,” he said in a 
recent interview. “All the pub- 
lished work of these poets will be 
included, the famous and the 
completely obscure, whether it 
! was poetry of genius or just plain 
awful. Even famous poets like 
(William) Wordsworth wrote 
some dire stuff at times,” he said. 
Even one of Wordsworth’s worst 
lines will be included: “This . 
piteous news so much it shocked 
her. /she quite forgot to send the 
doctor." Besides the great mas- 
ters like William Shakespeare, 
John Milton and Lord Byron, the 
project will include little known 
versifiers. 7 

Teenage Thai 
mother sells week- / 
old baby 

BANGKOK (R) — A teenage 
mother from Thailand’s impover- 
ished northeast sold her week-old 
son for the price of a ticket home, 
police said Friday. The 16-year- 
old girl drew a large crowd at a 
bus stop on the outskirts of Bang- 
kok Monday when she said she 
wanted to sell her child for 100 
baht ($4), an officer said. The girl 
said she needed the money to 
travel borne to Buri Ram pro- 
vince. Police quoted Wilai ' 
Tephoti, a 33-year-old barber, as- 
saying he decided to give the 
money to the mother out of sym- 
pathy for the baby, who was 
crying. Wilai reported tbe.ind- . 
dent to the police Wednesday and 
said be and his wife were glad to 
have an addition to their four 
children. 


■ Two months ago, Serbian vil- 
lages massacred 12 Croatian j 
guardsmen when they showed up ! 
at night to investigate a disturb- | 
ance. Other such .incidents fol- 
lowed. 

“How can they do this?’’ one 
Croatian officer asked two repor- 
ters Thursday at a roadblock near 
Zagreb after he confirmed a fresh 
attack farther east, where Serbian 
villagers killed two guardsmen on 
patrol. 

Across Yugoslavia, other con- 
flicts have different origins and 
singularities. In Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, with Muslims as 
well as Serbs, the issue touches 
on religion. In Kosovo, where - 
ethnic Albanians have settled on 
land the Serbs regard as sacred, it 
is turf. 

Few analysts risk a guess about 
what might happen in mast of the 
troubled nation, but many be- 
lieve that if there is a flashpoint 
which might light the powder 
keg, it is along the Serbia-Croatia 
border. 

In Glina. Mr. Martinovic and 

his friends agreed that the hatreds 

were too okk too deep to be 
resolved by negotiation. 

“Yugoslavia as it is, is 
finished,*' he said. Repealing bis 
earlier judgment, he added: “We 
will have complete ethnic civil 
war. I am sorry, but that is our 
destiny." 


Taiwan bans Playboy 
magazine 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan has ban- 
ned the Chinese-ianguage edition 
of Playboy magazine for pub- 
lishing lewd pictures of nude 
women, officials said. "The 
magazine has damaged social 
morals by violating standards of 
decency set oat in the nation's 
printing laws, and it has repeated- 
ly ignored our warnings to im- 
prove,” said Liu Jing-Hsio. 
spokesman for the Taipei City 
Government. Sales of the maga- 
zine, which is published in 
Taiwan, will be prohibited for 
one year, he said by telephone. 
Playboy is registered in Taipei, 
giving the dty the power to ban it 
island-wide. The Chinese edition 
appeared in Taiwan in March last 
year and has a monthly circula- 
tion of about 30,000. Tony Kwok, 
general manager of the magazine 
in Taiwan, was unavailable for 
comment. He denied in an inter- 
view earlier this week that Play- 
boy bad broken any laws, and 
said the magazine would seek 
kga* advice over the govern- 
ment’s warnings. Playboy has had 
a rocky relationship with the au- 
thorities since its Chinese edition 
appeared. About 450 copies of 
the first issue were impoimded 
after the city government accused 
the magazine of often ding p ubli c 
morality. K 

Violinist wins 
hollering contest 

JACKPOT, Nevada (AP) A 

violinist who yelled “Have a 
good, safe trip hold on, mama" 
won the 12th annual national 
hollering contest. The mighty 
stout from Mary Alice Jacobsen 
of B oise, Idaho, was intended to 
“ntate a pioneer call. In the days 
when miles separated settle- 
ments, people used intonations 
wnh sp^ffic meanmgs tfaat could 
ee heard for up to three mSes 
(five kilometres). Margaret Hal- 
verson of Lake Qty, Iowa, a 
former hog-calling champion and 
a three-time winner of the holler- 
mg match , ■ took second with, “a 
wagon train is coming” Lama 
Egner of Filer; Idaho, placed 
third, making this year the firs! 
time women have swept the top 
spots. The ydleis are jntfccd tin 
yojwne, the length of th^calland 

the quahty of die intonation. ' 
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